The text usesthe mostpotentlanguageimaginablewhenit
speaksof the supernaturalpower exhibited in bringing a
person to believe in Jesus. On one side of the word
“believe” you read of “the exceedinggreatnessof His
power” and on the other side “accordingto the working of
His mighty power.” The Greek Word for “power” is
“dunamis,” from which we get the English word
“dynamite.” It isusedin Rom1:20to speakof theawesome
creative power of God.

The secondexpressionmeans: “The effectualworking of

the mightof His strength” or “the energyof the force of His

power.” TheGreekword for “working” is “energia,” from

which we get the Englishword “energy.” It isusedin Phil

3:21,“accordingto theworkingwherebyHe is able even to
subdueall thingsunto Himself.” This poweris suchthat it
“subdues”or bringsinto submissiorall thatit desires. Yet
one word is not enoughto expressthe power that works so
strongly, so Pauldoublesit - “might of His strength”- i.e.

the utmostpowerimaginable. Justas the “Holy of Holies”

speaksof that which is the mostholy possible,sothis “might
of His strength”speaksof the exerciseof omnipotence.
Notice the Apostle is notwilling to simply say,“You believe
throughthe power of God” or “through the greatnessf that
power.” He heapsup expressioruponexpressiorto convey
the enormityand efficaciousnesgwhatis certainto produce
the desired effect) of this power.

Yet the Spirit of God directing Paul'schoiceof wordsisn't
finished! He mustspeakof the “EXCEEDING greatnesf
His power”! The Greek Word for “exceeding”
(huperballon) refers to the super-excellent,sublime,
overcoming, or victorious greatnesof His power. No
amountof twisting of this passagecan ever getrid of the
grand truth that nothing but the exercise of divine
omnipotence produces faith in Christ.

Summary: Paul pilesone word upon anotherto expressthe
greatness of God’s power in working salvation.

II. _YOU SHOULD REALIZE THE GREATNESS OF
GOD’S POWERIN SALVATION DEMONSTRATESITS
IRRESISTIBILITY

1. IRRESISTIBLE GRACE

The purposeof Paulin usingsuch a mountainof words to
describeGod'’s power is to show its irresistibility. When
God reachesout in graceto save a person, His power

cannot be thwarted by Satan, demons, or human beings.

“He doethaccordingto His will in thearmy of heavenand
amongtheinhabitantsof the earth: andNONE can stayHis
hand, or say unto Him, What doest thou?” (Dan 4:35).

Whenthe omnipotenhandof Godreachesiown to pluck a
sinner from eternal destructionwho canstop Him? Can
Satanand his demons'stay” God’'shand? A legion of evil
spiritscould notthwart Christ'ssavingpower in dealing with
the satanically controlledmaniac of GadaralLk 8). Can
any humanbeing thwart God’s purpose? When the false
prophet and sorcerer, Elymas, attemptedto turn away
SergiusPaulusrom the faith he was immediatelyrendered
helpless by God’'s power. Sergius “believed, being
astonishedat the doctrine of the Lord” (Acts 13:12). Can
you short-circuit the almighty power of God? Are you
strongerthanthe omnipotenGod? It issilly to contemplate
suchnonsense!“He that sittethin the heavensshall laugh”

(Psa2:4) at any puny individualwho daresto challengeHis
purpose to carry out His sovereign will.

“For by graceare ye savedthroughfaith; and that not of
yourselves: it isthe gift of God: Not of works, lestany man
should boast. For we are His workmanship, createdin
Christ Jesusunto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them” (Eph 2:8-10).

Think about the word “workmanship.” Justas a doll,
telephone,or book cannot resist being made, neither can
thoseGod determineso regeneratérustrateGod’s decision
regardingthem. The word “created” is also potentin this
regard. Nothing that ever was created refusedto be
created. No creaturecould say, “I don't want to be
created” to the omnipotent Maker.

“For who hath resistedHis Will?” (Rom 9:19). In Romans
9, Paul speaksof salvation in terms of God being a

sovereignpotter who makes“vesselsof mercy” according
to His goodpleasure.Now apottertakesthe moistclay and

beginsto spinit on the wheelin orderto shapeandmold it

into whathe wishes. Cantheclay thwartthe purposeof the

potter? Cantheclay decide thatit really wantsto be a plate

ratherthana water pot? Doesn't the potterhave the power
and ability to createwhat He desiresoutof the clay? It is

the same with the Lord God in salvation.

So by “irresistible grace” is meant that God’s grace in
salvation cannot be effectively resisted. If God has
determined to save a personthat personwill be saved.
There may be resistanceto the things of Christ prior to
God's time to call the sinner to salvation,but when God
reachesout in “grace” to saveit cannot be successfully
opposed.

Paul, first known as Saul,is aperfect exampleof the will of

God beingirresistibly achievedn salvation. Saul, a self-

righteousPhariseewasleadingthe assaultupontheChurch.
He was sendingChristiansto imprisonmentand death. He

hated Christianityand actually held the coatsof thosewho

stoned Stephento death. He was so anti-Gospelthat his

conversion seemednconceivable. His life was one of

strong-willed rebellion against Jesus Christ. The godly
Ananiasdidn't even wish to speakto this man when the

Lord senthimto Paul,“Lord, | haveheardby manyof this
man,how muchevil he hathdoneto thy saintsat Jerusalem”
(Acts 9:13). Yet the Bible records Paul's dramatic
conversion on the roadto Damascus. Christ appearedo

him and changedim forever. As Ananiasrelatest, “The

God of our fathers hath chosenthee, that thou shouldest
know His will” (Acts22:14). As GodHimself said,“"He isa

chosenvesselunto me” (Acts 9:15). He was one of the

elect, separatedirom his mother's womb and called by

God'’s graceto salvationandto the preachingof the Gospel
(Gal 1:15-16).

2. THE EFFECTUAL DRAWING OF GOD

It is importantto realizethat God’s exerciseof His mighty
power in salvation is such that the sinner is effectually
drawn to JesusChrist. It is not asif you are kicking and
screamingto avoid comingto ChristandGod forcibly drags
you by the hairin a strong-armedashion. God dealswith
you as a rational humanbeing. He powerfully influences
your mind,will, andaffections. You are drawnby adivine
impulseto Christjust assurelyas a netis drawnto a boator
shoreline. “No man can come to me exceptthe Father

which hath sent me DRAW Him” (Jn 6:44). The word
“draw” (helkuo)is actually usedfor the drawing of a netby
fishermenin orderto capturea schoolof fish. Thisprovides
a perfect illustration of God'’s grace in salvation.

At one point the missionaryPaul arrived at the city of

Philippi and began preachingthe Gospel. At a prayer
meetingby theriverside,Lydia, awoman from Thyatria, a
sellerof purple-dyedgoods,listened to Paul preach. She
was unconvertedat the time. Yet Luke tells you thisabout
her, “whose heartthe Lord opened,that she attendedunto
the things which were spoken of Paul” (Acts 16:14). No

arm-twistingtook place. God didn’t have to brow-beatthe
womaninto submissionto Jesus. A quiet, inward work of

mighty divine power took place. She was effectually
“drawn” to Christso that she willingly and enthusiastically
embracedhe Gospel. “Thy peopleshall be willing in the
day of thy power” (Psa110:3). God's power working in the

heartof a persormakesthemwilling and eagetto cometo

Christ. Without an opening of the heart Lydia could not

have believed. Thisis how the effectual drawing of God

works.

Centuriesago an African, Augustine,born of a Christian
motherand a pagarfather, tried tofind peace.He first of
all tried to live it up. He lived the mostvile life possible,
including a great deal of sexualimmorality. He did just
what he wanted to do, breaking God’s commandments
without hesitation. Yet he knew somethingwas missingin
his life. Sohe tried the paganreligion of Manicheanism.
He tried philosophyat the university. But it wasall to no
avail. Oneday while in his garden,he hearda voice say,
“Take, read; Take read.” The voice came from some
neighborhoochildren who were playing a game. Yet he
wasmovedto pick up the Bible by thesesimplewords of a
child’s game. He opened it at random and read:

“Let us walk honestly,as in the day; notin rioting, and
drunkennessnot in chamberingand wantonness,not in
strife and envying. But put on the Lord JesusChrist, and
makenot provision for the flesh, to fulfill the luststhereof”
(Rom 13:13-14).

An immediate change came over Augustine as God
powerfully applied the words of this text to his soul. He
went and told his friend, Alypsius, “I have been
regenerated.”

Thisis theway God works. In the midstof your selfishness
andhardnessof heart,He comeswith irresistible force and

changegour life. Often Christianswill testifythatin some
mysterious manner they were powerfully drawn to God!

“Blessed is the man whom thou choosest,and causestto
approach unto thee” (Psa 65:4).

Summary: God's graceis irresistible becausélis poweris
mightyandthereforepeopleare effectually drawnto Christ
when it is displayed.

Nl. _YOU SHOULD REALIZE THE GREATNESSOF
GOD’'S POWER IN _SALVATION IS COMPARED TO
CHRIST'S RESURRECTION (V-20)

God's power which raiseghe sinner from spiritual deathis
the same as that “which He wroughtin Christ, when He
raised Him from the dead.” Thereis a striking analogy
betweenthese events. The resurrectionof Christis the

pledge and procuring causeof the spiritual resurrection of
His people. A believer,contemplatingChrist as risen and
seatedat the right hand of God, has an illustration of the
spiritual changewhich has takenplace in his or her life.
PaulemphaticallyteacheghatChrist'sresurrectiorfrom the
dead is comparableto the granting of spiritual life to a
sinner.

“Even when we were dead in sins, [God] hath quickenec
us [made us alive] togetherwith Christ, (by grace are ye
saved) And hathraisedus up together,andmadeus to sitin
heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph 2:5-6).

In the resurrectionof Christ (as in salvation)therewas put
forth DIVINE POWERto accomplisht. It was not some
angelic,much less humanpower, which raised Jesusfrom
the dead. There was a divine energy employedin the
resurrection. Thus, neverthink thatconversionis producec
by the free will of man. Neverthinkthat your salvationcan
be ascribedo your willingnessto acceptthe Gospelor your
own ability to believe.

“For He saithto Moses,| will havemercy on whom | will
have mercy,and | will have compassioron whom | will
have compassion. Sothenit isnot of him that WILLETH,
nor of him that runneth, but of God that shewethmercy”
(Rom 9:15-16).

Observethe IRRESISTIBILITY of God'’s powerin Christ's
resurrection. All the soldiersandthe high priestscould not
keep the body of Jesusin the tomb. All their precaution
and efforts were futile! Satan and all his hosts were
helplessto preventthe resurrection. Deathitself could not
hold Christin its chains. He burstforth from the graveand
nothing could restrainthe power which raised Him. Thus,
by comparisonno sin, no corruption,no demonic power, no
humanbeing,can ever staythe handof God’s gracewhenit
intends to save an individual.

Note alsothe EVERLASTING NATURE of God’s power
displayedin Christ'sresurrection.“Christ beingraisedfrom
the deaddieth nomore; death hath no more dominionover
Him” (Rom6:9). All thoseto whom God'’s power grants
savingfaith are alsoalive forevermore.You canneverlose
what God's power has produced. “Whosoeverliveth and
believeth in Me [Jesus Christ] shall NEVER DIE” (Jn
11:25).

Summary: Christ's resurrectionis a perfectpicture of the
power of God in salvation.

MAIN CONCLUSION:

1. SPIRITUAL LIFE INVOLVES A MAGNIFICENT
DEMONSTRATION OF GOD’S POWER

Man'’s depravityis soentire and his hostility toward God and
the Gospelso great,thatin every instancehewill resistand
reject JesusChristapart from the working of God'’s great
power. Man's spiritual deadnessdemonstrates the
incapability of a person coming on his or her own to
embrace Christ by faith.

“The Gospelis too spiritualfor a sinner’scarnalmind; too
humblingfor his pride; too exacting for his rebelliouswill;
too lofty for his darkenedunderstanding;too holy for his
earthbound desires” (Arthur W. Pink).



Man doesn’twish to confessthat he is lost, undone, and
justly condemnedeforeGod. With an unchangednind he
will neverembracethe Gospel. To talk aboutman’s free
will is toignore the stateof the man behindthat will. The
natural man cannot come to JesusChrist. This is an
impossible task for a depraved sinner!

Justlook atthe caseof a compulsivedrinker. An alcoholic
is not free. Technically he has the externalchoice of

drinking or notdrinking. Hecoulddrink a coke or sometea,
insteadof JackDaniels. His feet couldwalk away fromthe
bars and carry him to his wife and family. He may even
claim that he doesn’thave to drink and could stopat any
time. But really thereis only one thinghe cando. He can
no more stopdrinking thanhe can stop breathing. He hasto
drink. He isa slaveto alcohol. He is driven by his addiction
to consumehisbooze. He doesxactly what he wantsto do.
Nobodyhasto compelhimto drink. No oneis forcing liquor
downhisthroat againsthiswill. He greatlydesiresto drink.
Whenhe awakendrom a drunken stuporhe doesn’tswear
off alcohol. He says,“l will seekit yetagain” (Prov 23:35)
despite the harm it is doing to him and his family.

This is similar to the problem which every personfaces
spiritually. Being“deadin trespasseandsins,”you have no
spirituallife. Youhaveno ability to dowhatis right, for you
are a slaveto sin. You cannomorebelievein JesusChrist
thana cold, hard, stonecould do so. You needa spiritual
resurrectiorby the exceedinggreatnessf God's power!
Nothing else will do! Unlessyou are grantedspiritual life
throughthe power of God working within you, you cannot
believe the Gospel.

“For our gospelcame notunto youin word only, butalsoin
POWER, and in the Holy Ghost” (I Thess 1:5).

Note carefully what Paul says. It is not enoughjustto hear
the Gospel. You can hearthe messageof the Gospel,but
you will respond like that person who said, “What

poppycock!” The “power” of Godmustbe present. There
mustbe a mighty work of theHoly Spirit within you (i.e. a

spiritualresurrection)for youto repentand believein Jesus
Christ.

What then must the sinner do? Acknowledge your
helplessnessandcry out for divineintervention. Pleadfor
salvationto begranted! Ask God todoa powerfulwork of
grace in your soul. Jesus said to the woman at the well:

“If thou knewestthe gift of God, and Who it is that saithto
thee,Give me drink; thouwouldesthaveaskedof Him, and
He would have given thee living water...Whosoever
drinkethof thewater thatl shallgive himshall neverthirst;
butthe waterthat | shall give himshall be in him a well of
water springing up into everlasting life.” (Jn 4:10, 14).

This living water is the pardoningand justifying grace of
God. Sinceall graceis foundin JesusChrist,He is free to
grant it to anyone He pleases. It cannot be earnedor
merited. This grace makes alive dead sinners, thusiit is
called “living water.” This gracegrantsspiritual life to the
sinner. It refreshesand revives like a river of water
flowing in a parcheddesertland bringslife to sucha barren
place. This grace maintainsand supportsspiritual life in
your soul. Theallusionto aspring of water impliesthatit is
constantlyavailable for a believer. Whoeverdrinks of this
gracehas“everlastinglife.” For God’s gracein salvation
never runs dry before a person is brought to heaven.

Notice, Jesussaysto “ask of Him” this “living water.” He
alone can give you what you desperately need!

2. THE MIGHTY POWEROF GOD CONTINUES TO
WORK WITHIN YOU AS A BELIEVER

There are somewho would like to arguethat the apostleis
not speakingof the power of God exercisedin bringing a
personto Christ,but of the powerwhich shallbe exercised
on those who already believe. This misses the point.

“But nothingis more evident,thanthatthe apostlespeakshot
of a powerwhich shall be exercisedon believersput of a
powerwhich is exerciseduponthem, andis continuedto be
so0; andis the samewith thatwhichwas putforth whenthey
first trustedin Christ,andmustbe continuedto carry onand
perfectthegood work. Now, if the exceedinggreatnessf
God'’s poweris necessarto carry on andperfectthe work
of faith, it mustbe muchmore soto produce plant,andform
it at first” (John Gill).

“Now unto Him that is able to do exceedingabundantly
aboveall that we ask or think, accordingto the power that
worketh in us” (Eph 3:20).

The mighty power of God,which producedyour salvation,
is constantlyat work within you as a believer asyou go

throughthislife. “For it is Godwhich workethin you bothto

will and to do of His good pleasure”(Phil 2:13). God

doesn't just start you out, by giving you spiritual life, and

then leaveyou on your own. No, He never ceasesiorking

within you by His power. He affects your will, creates
godly desiresand longings within you. He movesyou to

read the Bible, pray, keep God’s commandmentsgo to

church, etc. He is constantlystimulating your will, keeping
your faith from failing, convicting you of sin, encouraging
and proddingyou on in your new life. At timesGod must
shakeyou out of your spiritual lethargy. Heturns you back

to Him after you have sinnedand motivatesyou to pray for

forgivenessand strengthto resisttemptation. If God has
starteda “good work” within you, He will never stop.
God's divine power cannot be frustrated. God, who is

working mightily in you as a believer,will keep you from

;alling, and make you fit for theindescribableglory of the

uture.

3. OBJECTION: DOESN'T THE BIBLE SAY PEOPLE
CAN RESIST THE HOLY SPIRIT?

“Ye stiffneckedanduncircumcisedn heartandears, ye do
always resistthe Holy Ghost: asyour fathersdid, so doye.
Which of the prophetshave not your fathers persecuted?
and haveslain themwhich shewedbeforeof the comingof
the JustOne; of whom yehavebeennow the betrayersand
murderers” (Acts 7:51-52).

Often thispassagef Scriptureis presenteds positiveproof
that God’s gracein salvationisresistible. In answeringthis
objection it mustbe emphasizedhat the Bible doesnot
contain any contradictions. You must always seek to
harmonizethe teachingsof Scripture. If you believe this
passagéeachesthat God's graceis resistiblethenthe Holy
Spirit cannotbeomnipotent. You mustbelievethat the Holy
Spirit tries to convert people yet despite the use of “the
exceedinggreatnes®f His power” cannotdo so. He fails
in His mission. He is thwartedby the stubbornhumanwiill.

How does this agree with the words of Jesus in John 3:8?

“The wind bloweth where it listeth [wishes], and thou
hearesthe soundthereof,but cansttell whenceit cometh,
and whither it goeth, so is everyone that is born of the
Spirit.”

If the wind, directed by God, blows about as it desires,
doesn’tthe Spirit of God do the same when it comesto a
persorbeing “born again”? If you arguethat God's grace
is resistible, then you cannot hold that the Holy Spirit is
omnipotent. If youdeny the Spirit'somnipotencethenyou
have cast aside the doctrine of the Holy Trinity.

You must seekto reconcileActs 7:51-52with passagelike
“For who hathresistedHis will?” (Rom9:19)and‘He doeth
accordingto Hiswill in thearmy of heaven,andamongthe
inhabitantsof the earth: and none can stay His hand...”
(Dan 4:35). You cannotjustpick and choosethe passages
youlike andignorethosewhich do notsupportyour position.
It isall the Wordof God. A careful considerationof Acts
7:51-52 will demonstratethat it does not teach resistible
grace.

It is not denied that the operationsof the Spirit uponthe
heart may be opposedat first. However,God's grace
cannobe effectively resisted. Forthe Holy Spiritopensthe
heart of the sinner, bestows the graces of faith and
repentance,and irresistibly draws the person to Christ.
Whateverresistanceexistedin the heart of the sinner is
melted by the Spirit of God so that the personis made
willing in the day of God's power (Psa 110:3).

However,Acts 7:51-52 doesnot speakof theINTERNAL
OPERATIONS of the Spirit of God graciouslyworking to
bring conversion.

“If the Jews ‘resistedthe Holy Spirit, how canwe sayHis
power is irresistible? The answeris found in Neh. 9:30 -
‘Many yearsdidstThou forbearthem,andtestifiedstagainst
them by Thy Spirit in Thy Prophets yet would ye not give
ear.” It wasthe Spirit speakingby andthroughthe prophets
to which they ‘would not give ear.” It was not anything
which the Holy Spirit wroughtin themthat they ‘resisted,’
but the motivespresentedo themby the inspired messages
of the prophets” (Arthur W. Pink).

“The resistanceanadeby thesepersonswvasnot to the Spirit
of Godin them, of which they were destitute,but to the
Spirit of God in His ministers, in His apostles, and
particularly Stephen; notto any internal operationof His
grace, which doesnot appearto havebeenin them, but to
the externalministry of the word, and to all that objective
light, knowledge,evidenceand conviction, that it gaveof
Jesudeingthe Messiah...Thevord avtiTi TeTE, signifiesa
rushing against, and falling upon, in a rude and hostile
manner; andfitly expressegheir ill-treatmentof Christand
His ministers, by falling upon them and putting them to
deathwhich isthe resistancéere particularlydesignedas
is manifest from the following words, ver. 52" (John Gill).
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IRRESISTIBLE GRACE

The Irresistible Power of God in
Working Salvation
BY JACK A. WERTH

“And whatis the exceedinggreatnessof His powerto us-
ward who believe,accordingto the working of His mighty
power, Which He wroughtin Christ, when He raised Him
from the dead...” - Eph 1:19-20 KJV

Two collegestudentsattenda churchservicebecausef a
friend’s invitation. They both hear the Gospel preachec
One afterwardsays,“How guilty | am beforeGod. | need
JesusChrist.” He repentsand believes. The other says
“What poppycock! | don't need this religious rubbish.”
Supposel told you that thesetwo college studentswere
twins, raised in the same home and under the same
circumstances. Why such different responsesto the
Gospel? Why do two people, hearing the very same
message, react in very opposite ways? The commor
responseis that God simply leavesit up to the individual to
either “accept” or “reject” the Gospel. Some have
suggestedthe idea that God votes for your salvation, the
Devil votes againstit, and you cast the deciding vote to
break the tie. In other words, the individual’s choice is
ultimately the deciding factor. You have the power or
ability ( i.e. the free will) to control your eternaldestiny
Thus, placing your faith in Christis a simple matter which
any personcan exerciseand obtaineternalsalvation. The
Bible, however, teaches just the opposite.

Il.__YOU SHOULD REALIZE THE GREATNESS OF
GOD’S POWER IN SALVATION

In Ephesiansbelieving in Christis saidto be awork of the
most astoundingdivine power. As JesusHimself taught
“No man can cometo Me, exceptthe Fatherwhich hath
sent Me draw him” (Jn 6:44). No amount of begging
pleading,or coaxingby aministeror evangeliswill movea
personto come to Christ. Divine powermust be exerted or
else you will remain in a state of unbelief.

“To crushthe pride of man,to subduehiscontrarywill, and
to reclaim a soulcaptivatedby Satan,sothat he cheerfully
embraces Christ, takes a special work of God” (A.W. Pi

The omnipotentGod is the “Author” of faith (Heb 12:2).
Faithis nota humancontributionto salvation,but“the gift of
God” (Eph 2:8). Thus,you readof “the faith which is by
Him [God]” (Acts 3:16) and those who “believed through
grace” (Acts 18:27).

“But we are boundto give thanksalway to God for you,
brethrenbeloved of the Lord, becauseGod hathfrom the
beginningchosenyou to salvationthrough sanctification of
the Spirit and belief of the truth” (Il Thess 2:13).

Note carefully Paul’'sorder of thought. First, thereis God's
election of an individual to salvation. Second,there is the
“sanctification” or settingapartby the Holy Spirit. Finally,
there is belief of the truth of the Gospel. The powerful
work of the Spiritin grantingthe new birth (regeneratior
precedesheindividual’s ability to believe the Gospel. Paul
is referring to this power in Eph 1:19-20.






