forcedto sell herselfas a slavein orderto obtain food and
lodging. Hoseais commandedby God to go down to the
slave market and redeemGomer. He pays15 pieces of
silver and9 bushelsof barley for her. He freedher and
graciouslytook her back ashis wife again. Thiswasmeant
to illustrate what God would do for His people.

In Scripture“redemption” involvesfreedonfrom slavery to
sin. Christ“came to give His life a ransomfor many” (Matt
20:28) and to redeenHis peoplefrom the bondageof sin
(Matt 1:21). Every personeverborn is in bondageto sin.
You areheld asa captiveto Satanand carnallusts(Eph 2:1-
3). “Whosoevercommittethsinis the servan{slave)of sin”
(IJn8:34). You are undertotalbondageto anaturewhich is
corrupt, evil, and separatedrom God. Now “Christ Jesus
cameinto the world to save sinners” (I Tim 1:15). He
came to redeemthem from the power and penalty of sin.
Thisis why Paulsaid to the believersat Corinth,“Ye arenot
your own, for ye areboughtwith a price” (I Cor6:19-20).
Notice that Christ's shed blood actually procured
redemptiorfor all thosefor whomHe died. In otherwords,
Christ’'sdeathis notsimplya potentialredemption. Since He
paid the ransomprice thosesinnersHe redeemednmustbe
delivered from their sin.

“Neither by theblood of goatsand calves,but by His own
blood He entered into the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption for us” (Heb 9:12).

“Forasmuchthen as the children are partaker®f fleshand
blood,He alsoHimself likewisetook partof the same; that
throughdeath He might destroy him that had the power of
deaththatis, thedevil; And deliver them who throughfear
of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage”(Heb
2:14-15).

Christ’s redemption securedeverything necessaryfor an
individual's salvation (all the spiritual blessingsof Eph 1
havebeen “obtained”), includingthe gift of faith (Eph 2:8).
If Christ paid the ransom for your soul, then there is no
possibility of you remainingenslavedto sin. You will be set
free! Yetmultitudegperishbecauseheyremainin bondage
to Satanand sin. Thosewho are not“redeemed’by Christ
do not escape“the snare of the devil,” but remain a
“captive” (Il Tim 2:26), and are never delivered.

2. “THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS”

Christ’s sacrifice procuresdivine forgivenessof sins. The
sinneris granteda full pardonfrom the penaltyof sin. The
black recordof your sinsis purgedif you areredeemedy
Christ. This is essential for every sin must be severely
punishedby a holy God. God doesnot overlooksin. His
Justice demandsfull satisfaction. You may not havegiven
much thoughtto the terrible consequence®f your sin.
“God is angry with the wicked everyday” (Psar:11). He is
hotly displeased with you as a transgressorof His
commandments.This idea seemsso foreign to our culture
whereyou are constantly told, “Smile, God loves you!”

However, this sentimentis a perverselie! “The wrath of

God is revealedfrom heavenagainstall ungodlinessaand
unrighteousnesof men” (Rom 1:18). The everlasting
punishmentof hell-fire awaits those whose sins are not
blottedout (Matt 25:41). It is clearfrom Scripturethatthe
sinsof somepeoplehavenotbeenforgiven. Jesussaid, “If

ye believe not that| am He [Messiahthe Savior], ye shall
die in your sins” (Jn 8:24). Some people die in an
unforgiven stateand will bearthe awful wrath of God for

all eternity for transgressionssuch as unbelief, murder,
idolatry, sexual sin, and lying (Rev 21:8). “Whosoever
speakethagainsthe Holy Spirit, it shallnotbe forgiven him,
neither in this world, neitherin the world to come” (Matt

12:32). The purposeof Christacting as the Redeemerwas
to “save His people from their sins” (Matt 1:21) for

multitudes will be damned as they die in their sins.

Israel's greatestholy day was Yom Kippur, the day of
atonement. On that day the High Priest selected 2
unblemishedsacrificial goats. One goatwas killed and his
blood was sprinkled on the altar asa sacrificefor sin. The
High Priestthen placedhis handson the head of the other
goat, symbolically laying the sins of the people on the
animal. The goat was then taken out deep into the
wilderness so far that it could neverfind its way back. In
symbol the sinsof the peoplewent with the goat never to
return to them again. This was a picture of God's
forgivenessof their sin. Throughthe sheddingof His own
blood, Jesusactually took the transgressionsf sinnersupon
His own head,soto speak. And He carriedthemaninfinite
distance away. Those sins can now never return to
condemn those for whom Christ died. When your
transgressionsare forgiven, God pronouncesthe penalty
paid in full. You are releasedfrom the punishmentyou
rightly deserved.

“Blessedis he whosetransgressiotis forgiven, whosesin is
covered. Blesseds the manuntowhom the LORD imputeth

not [does not charge to his account] iniquity...” (Psa 32:1-2).

“As far asthe eastis from thewest,so far hathHe removed
our transgressions from us” (Psa 103:12).

The vastnessand comprehensivenessf this forgivenessis
seenin Paul'sstatementhatit is accordingto the “riches of
God’'sgrace.” God forgives undeservingsinnersn a lavish
manner. “Where sinabounde(increased]gracedid much
more abound [excel]” (Rom 5:20).

Many years agol receiveda phonecall from thelocal tax

office. | wastold thatl owedbacktaxes. My wife, Rayna,
and| were surethatwe hadpaid thetaxes,butthe tax man
insistedthat it did not show ontheir computer. Well, after
carefully sifting throughour bank statementsve were able

to produce the canceledchecksindicating the taxeswere
paid. Even the dateson which the local tax office had
depositedthe checksin their bank accountwere recorded.
The whole accusationhad to be immediately dropped
becausamy tax bills had beenfully paid. Their computer
was wrong. Thosecanceledchecks were the proof which

was neededto convince the tax office. The tax manwas

then satisfied.

In like manner if your sin debtis fully paid youare freeof
any further obligation regarding those sins. God has
stampedyour account;Paid in Full.” Thekeything hereis
that Christ'ssacrificeprocuresthe forgivenesf sin for all
thosefor whom He died. Paymentfor sin hasbeen made
and the debt canceledby God. God's justice is fully
satisfiedregardinghoseindividuals. “He [God the Father]
shall seethe travail of His soul [Christ’s suffering on the
crossasthe substitutdor sinners],andshallbe satisfied: by
His knowledgeshall My RighteousServantustify many; for
He shall bear their iniquities” (Isa 53:11).

Summary: You mustrealizethe sacrificeof Christactually
procures salvation.

1. YOU MUST REALIZE THE SACRIFICEOF CHRIST
WAS MADE FORTHE SALVATION OF GOD'S ELECT
ALONE

1. SUBSTITUTIONARY ATONEMENT DEMANDS A
LIMITED ATONEMENT - “in Whom”

In a sense everyone must limit the atonementin some
manner. Either it is limited in EXTENT (Christdid not die
for every individual) or EFFECTIVENESSChrist did not
actually securethe salvationof any individual). The term
“Limited Atonement” is usedin the sensethat Christ died
only for God's electpeople.If youcarefullyevaluatewhat
a “substitutionaryatonement'meansyou will be compelled
to accept that the atonement is limited in extent.

The words“in Whom” refer to JesusChrist (V-3-5) as the
Mediator and Representativef others. In other words,
Christ’s deathwas a substitutionarydeath. This meansthat
Christdied on behalf of othersbearingthe penalty which
they deserved.The penalty being paid in full, theycannot
be condemned. “There is how no condemnationto them
which are in Christ Jesus” (Rom 8:1).

Franciszek Gajowniczek was a Nazi war prisoner in
Auschwitz when a fellow inmate escaped. The standard
discipline when anyoneescapedvas to selectl0 men at
randomandplace themin a cell wherethey were left to
starve to death. When Gajowniczekheardhis nameread,
he sobbed;My wife and my children.” At that momenta
fellow inmate namedKoble steppedforward and said, ‘I
will die in his place. | have no wife or children.” The
Germancommandangranted his request. Sincethattime
Gajowniczekhas gone back every yearto Auschwitzon
April 14. He goesbackto remembeithe man who died for
him onthatdatein 1941. In hisyard, he hasplaceda plaque
to honor the greatsacrificeof this man. Koble’'s deathwas
a substitutionarydeath. He died in the place of and on
behalf of Gajowniczek.

Most people don't understand the implications of a
substitutionaryatonement. If Christdied for others,it must
follow that ALL thoseHe took the place of arenow free
from the wrath and judgmentof God. God cannot justly
punishbothChristandthosefor which He wasthe substitute.
That would be a DOUBLE PUNISHMENT for sin! Thus,
Christ’'s death mustbe limited in scope. If Christdied for
everyonethen everyone mustbe redeemedand forgiven,
for this is what substitutionimplies. If Christ died for
everyoneand everyoneis not saved, then Christ's death
doesn't actually procure redemption and forgiveness!
Thereis no other option! If you rejectlimited atonement
then you cannot believe in a substitutionary atonement.

“If Christhasdiedfor you,youcan neverbelost. God will
not punish twice for one thing. If God punishedChrist for
your sinsHe will not punishyou. ‘PaymentGod’s justice
cannotiwice demand; first, at the bleeding Saviour'shand,
and then again at mine.” How can God be just if he
punished Christ, the substitute,and then man himself
afterwards?” (C. H. Spurgeon).

2. GOD'SELECT ARE THE ONES REDEEMED AND
FORGIVEN THROUGH CHRIST'S DEATH - “we”

The word “we” refers back to those addressed i.e. the
“saints” and “faithful in Christesus”(Eph1:1). The “we”
arefurther describeds beingin Christ- “in whom.” Who

are the onesin Christ? The Bible indicatesthat the “we”
are those “chosen...in Him” (V-4) - i.e. the elect of God.

“Election is necessarilyandclearly implied by someof the
most importanttermsusedin Scripture concerningvarious
aspectf our salvation,yea,they are unintelligible without
it. For example, every passagenhich makesmention of
‘redemption’ presupposeseternal election. How so0?
Becauseredemption’implies a previous possession:it is
Christ buyingback anddeliveringthosewho wereGod's at
the beginning” (A. W. Pink).

JesusChrist died only for the elect andnot for all mankind
This is demonstrated by a number of passages of Scrip

Isa 53:8 “For the transgressionf MY PEOPLEwas He
striken.”

Matt 1:21 “He shall save HIS PEOPLE from their sins.”

Matt 20:28 “the Sonof Man came...togive His life a
ransom for MANY.”

Jn 10:15 “I lay down my life for the SHEEP.”

Eph 5:25 “Christ ... loved the CHURCH, andgave Himself
forit.”

These passagesindicatea SPECIFIC GROUP for whom
Christdied. If Christdiedfor MANY, thenHe didn’t die for
ALL INDIVIDUALS. If Christdied for the SHEEP then
He didn't die for the GOATS. If Christ died for the
CHURCH, then He didn't die for ALL MANKIND. If
Christ died for HIS PEOPLE,then He didn't die for the
NON-ELECT. |If Christ died for US (“WE"), then He
didn't die for EVERYONE ELSE. Every assertionthat
Christdiedfor His elect(many, sheepchurch,us,etc.)isa
repudiation of the idea that he died for all mankind. It is
meaninglessto declarethat Christ “loved the church and
gave Himself for it” if He also loved and becamethe
substitute for the entire human race.

What comfortis thereif Christdid as muchfor theelectas
He did for Cain, Pharaoh,and Judas,who all perishedn
their sins? What comfort is thereto believethat Christ did
as muchfor the damnedin hell as the savedin heaven? If

you believe that Christ died for everyonethen you musi
believe that Abel, Moses, and Peterdid somethingin
additionto Christ’'ssacrificeto acquiresalvation. If Christ’'s
death plus somethingyou did [a condition you fulfilled]

saves you, then salvation is really obtained by works!

John Owen, in his THE DEATH OF DEATH IN THE
DEATH OF CHRIST, providedan irrefutableargumentfor
Limited Atonement:

“The Father imposed His wrath due unto, and Christ
underwent punishment for, either:

1. All the sins of all men, or
2. All the sins of some men, or
3 Some of the sins of all men.

If thelast,somesinsof all men,thenhaveall men somesins
to answerfor, and so shall no man be saved; for if God
enteredinto judgment with us, thoughit were with all
mankindfor one sin,no flesh shouldbe justifiedin hissight:
‘If theLORD shouldmarkiniquities,who shouldstand?’ Ps
cxxx.3. We might all go to cast all that we have ‘to the
molesandto the bats,to gointo the clefts of therocks,and



into the topsof theraggedrocks, for fear of the LORD, and
for theglory of hismajesty,’Isaii.20,21. If thesecond,that
is it which we affirm, that Christ,in their steadand room
sufferedfor all the sinsof all the electin the whole world.
If thefirst, why, then,arenotall freedfrom the punishment
due unto their sins? You will say, ‘Becauseof unbelief;
theywill notbelieve.’ Butthis unbelief,isit a sin,ornot? If
not,why shouldtheybe punishedfor it? If it be,then Christ
sufferedthe punishmentdueuntoit, or [He did] not. If so,
why must that hinder them more than their other sins for
which He died from partakingof the fruit of his death? If

He did not, He did not die for all their sins!”

3. THE GENERAL TERMS OF SCRIPTUREDO NOT
CONTRADICT CHRIST DYING FOR THE ELECT

SometimesChrist’'s saving work is spoken of in general
terms - i.e. “all” or “world.” The Bible frequently uses
these terms in a restricted sense.

Theword “all” is often usedin the senseof “all kindsof” or

“all sortsof” men - i.e. Jewas well as Gentile,poor people
as well as rich people,slaves as well as masters. For
instance the Bible says,”And all the peoplethatheardhim,
and the publicans,justified God, being baptized with the
baptismof John” (Lk 7:29). Did every single person who
heard Johnjustify God and becomea baptizeddisciple?
This mustmean peoplefrom all classesand walks of life.

The very next verse says,"But the Phariseesand lawyers
rejectedthe counsel of God againstthemselvesbeing not

baptized of him.” Many such examples could be produced.

The word “world” is used in a great variety of ways.
Sometimest refersto the material universe(Acts 17:24),
the earth (Eph 1:4), or even Satan'skingdom (Jn 14:30).
When it refersspecifically to peopleit canreferto mankind
(Rom5:12), the generalpublic (Jn 18:20),the non-elect(Jn
17:9), or the Gentiles(Rom 11). The contextof a passage
must be studiedto graspthe actual meaning of the word.
However,whenever'world” is contrastedvith Israelor the
Jewsijt always refersto the Gentiles. Rom11 demonstrates
this beyond any doubt:

“| saythen,Hath GodcastawayHis peopl€israel]? God
forbid...butratherthroughtheir fall salvationis come unto
the Gentiles...Nowf the fall of them[Israel] be the riches
of the WORLD [the Gentiles], andthe diminishingof them
[Israel] the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their
[Israel's]fulness?...Foif the castingaway of them[lIsrael]
be thereconciling of the WORLD [the Gentiles]what shall
the receivingof them[Israel] be, but life from thedead?”
(Rom 11:1,11-12,15,25).

When Christis said to die for the “world” (Jn 3:16, etc.) it
meanghat He cameas a substitutdor GENTILES,notthat
He died for every human being.

Onereasonfor theuse of theseexpressionsvas to correct

thefalse notionthat salvationwasfor the Jewsalone. Such

phrasesas “the world,” “all men,” and “all nations,”were

used to emphasizethat Christ died for all men without

DISTINCTION (Jew, Greek, Arabian, Swede,American,

etc.), yet not for all men without EXCEPTION (every

sinner). This is demonstratedy the songof the redeemed
in heaven sung in praise of the Lamb of God:

“And theysunga new song,saying, Thouart worthy to take

thebook, andto openthe sealghereof: for Thouwastslain,
and hastredeemeds to God by Thy blood OUT OF every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation” (Rev 5:9).

Summary: You mustrealize the sacrifice of Christ was
made for the salvation of God'’s elect alone.

MAIN CONCLUSION:

1. SALVATION IS FOUND IN CHRIST'S REDEMPTION

Sin alwaysleadsto miseryand ultimatelyto eternal deathin
the Lake of Fire. Sinis the causeof your unhappinessand
alienationfrom God. You need forgivenessof sin. Jesuss
the only answer- “Neither is theresalvationin any other”
(Acts 4:12). All self-righteousnessand so-called good
works must be cast aside and you must trust in Christ's
sacrifice alone for your salvationfrom sin. “Whosoever
believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins” (Acts
10:43). Indeedthe risenChristis presentlyseatedat God's
right hand making intercessionfor His people. Assurance
of salvationcomeswhen you know Jesushas died for you
and that His blood is what standsbetweenyou and eternal
hell. If He died in your placethen your sins can never
condemnyou. All thoseevil thoughts,lies,deceptionsand
otherviolationsof God’'scommandmentarecoveredby the
blood of Christ. The thief, prostitute,drunkard, adulterer,
etc., can find forgiveness in Christ. No sinner is too great!

2. ONLY LIMITED ATONEMENT PROVIDES THE
ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

Many yearsago, during a constructionphasein Pittsburgh,
there was an uncompletedridge built over ariver. This

large spanonly wentabouthalf way over the body of water.
It stoodfor a period of time in this unfinishedstate. It got
the nickname “the bridgeto nowhere.” One day, despiteall

precautiondy the constructionteam,a motoristaccidentally
drove his car off the bridgeand plungeda great distance
into the river below. He managedto get on the bridge but,

being only half-way completed the spancould not take him

across to the other side of the river.

Thosewho believe in a universalatonementave a“bridge
to nowhere.” Forthoughthey makethe atonementof Christ
like a greatwide bridge[He died for mankind],it only goes
half-way across. It doesnot actually procureredemption
and forgivenes®f sinsfor anyone. If it did, theneveryone
would end up in heaven! Those who understandthat
Christ'sdeath actually savesmay havea narrowbridge [He

died for the elect], butit goesall the way acrossthe river.

He “obtained eternal redemption” (Heb 9:12) for His

people.“He that sparechotHis own Son,butdeliveredHim

up for us all, how shallHe notwith Him also freely give us
all things?” (Rom 8:32). Thosefor whom Christdied will

without question receive every single benefit that
substitutionary death procured or else God is a liar!

“The Arminianssay, Christdiedfor all men. Ask themwhat
they mearby it. Did Christdie so asto securethe salvation
of all men? They say,‘No, certainly not.” We askthemthe
nextquestion- Did Christdie soasto securethe salvationof
any man in particular? They answer‘No.” They are
obligatedto admitthis, if they areconsistent.They say,‘No.
Christ has died thatany man may be savedif’ and then
follow certainconditionsof salvation. Now, who is it that
limits the deathof Christ? Why you. You saythatChristdid
not die so asinfallibly to securethe salvationof anybody.

Webeg your pardon, whenyou saywe limit Christ’'s death;
we say,'No, my dearsir, it isyouthatdo it.” We sayChrist
sodiedthat he infallibly securedhe salvationof a multitude
that no man can number, who through Christ’'s death not
only may be saved, but are saved and cannot by any
possibility run the hazardof being anythingbut saved. You
arewelcome to your atonement; you may keepit. We will

never renounce ours for the sake of it” (C. H. Spurgeon).

3. LIMITED ATONEMENT MUST NOT BE
COMPROMISED

There are thosewho wish to arguethat Christdiedin one
sensefor the elect and in anothersensefor the non-elect.

Such a teaching undermines a substitutionary atonement.

Thecompromisersay, “By His death, Christremovedlegal
barriersin caseany man believes.” What doesthismean?
What arethelegal barriers? Why are theyleft undefined?
Why usesuchmurky language?|s therea chancesomeone
will believe which God has not elected to salvation (Acts
13:48)? Is faith the gift of God (Eph 2:8-9) or not?

The compromiserssay, “Christ’s death secureda delay of
judgmentfor the non-elect,thoughnot a permanentone.”
What good doesthis do? How is a personbenefitedby a
delayedjudgmentwhen all the extra time is spent sinning
againstGod? Thelonger a person lives the more sinshe
heapsup! The greater the sin the more severe the
punishment! It is not mercifulnor graciousfor the wicked
to live long. They aresimply building up a greater“pay-
day” regardingdivine judgment. Besides,thereis nota
shred of Scripture which teachesthat Christ's death
provides a “delay of judgment.”

The compromiserssay, “On the basis of this universal
aspectof the atonementsalvation is freely offered to all
men.” Notall men have heardthe Gospel. Millions were
alreadyin hell when Christ died who knew nothing of a
coming Redeemer. If Christdied so that“all men” could
havethe Gospelfreely offered” to them,thenwhy hasn't it
been?Is His deathineffectual in this regard? Besides the
messagef the Gospelis that “Christ cameinto theworld to
savesinners” (I Tim 1:15). You donothave to tell anyone
“Christ diedfor you”in orderto proclaimthe Gospel. Also,
if the word “offer” meansto presentor set forth Christ,
fine. Butthe Bible declaresthe proclamationof God is a
commandto repentand believe (Acts 17:30), not an offer.
“Believe on the Lord JesusChrist...” is a divine command.
Try explainingto an individual that Christremoved“legal
barriers” (if they don't believe) as well as procuring
redemptionand forgivenessf sins(if they are electand
indeed will believe). This is pure double-talk.

Finally, the compromisersay,“Also Christdied for all men
in this sensein order to be Lord of all men.” Jesusis
already Lord of all by virtue of beingthe Creatorof all
things. His deathwould notchangethistruth atall. Will not
the demonsacknowledgeHim asLord? Did He haveto die
for them for this title to be given to Him?
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LIMITED ATONEMENT

What Christ Actually Accomplished on
the Cross
BY JACK A. WERTH

“In. Whom we have redemptionthrough His blood, the
forgivenessof sins,according to the riches of His grace” -
Eph 1.7 KJV

Over 1900 years ago, Jesuswas crucified atop Mount
Calvary, outside the city of Jerusalem. Few todayrealize
the intensepain andterrible suffering that accompanieshis
cruelform of death. What wasthe sinlessSonof God doing
during this agonizingordeal? Paul speaksaboutthis in our
text. Christ shed His blood to secure redemption and
forgiveness.Christdied asa substitutein the placeof guilty
sinners,bearingthe punishmenidue unto their sins. Sadly.
peoplehave failed to graspwhat Christaccomplishedn the
crogs. Yet Christ'swork is vital to a savingrelationshipwith
God.

I. _YOU MUST REALIZE THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST
ACTUALLY PROCURES SALVATION

1. “REDEMPTION THROUGH HIS BLOOD”

The word “redemption” is used throughoutthe Bible with
reference to Christ’s death.

“Who gave Himself for us,thatHe might REDEEMusfrom
all iniquity” (Tit 2:14).

“Forasmuchasye know thatye werenot REDEEMED with
corruptiblethings,as silver andgold...butwith the precious
bloodof Christ,asa Lamb withoutblemishandwithoutspot”
(I Pet 1:18-19).

Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testamen
defines redemption (apolutrosis)as: “a releasingeffectec
by paymentof ransom; redemptiondeliverancejiberation
procured by the payment of a ransom.”

“Redemption” involves releasing from bondage. The
deliveranceis “effected” and “procured” by the ransom
paid. Perhapsthe closestidea we have today would be
found in a kidnapping case. The family receivesa note
stating, “If you pay the ransom,we will free your child.”
The family pays out an enormoussumof moneyand the
child is released unharmed. This is the meaning of the

There is little doubt that Paul, in using the word
“redemption,” has in mind the freeingof a slave. During
New Testamentimesthe RomanEmpirehad as manyas 6
million slaves. Buying and selling slaves was a major
business. If a personwantedto free a loved oneor friend
who was a slave, he would have to buy that slave for
himself. He would haveto pay the demandedrice to own
the person. Thenthe buyercould grantthe slavehis or her
freedom. There was a legal procedurefor this and a
certificate of freedom would be granted to the former sl

In the Old Testamentthe prophetHoseahad a wife who
ran off with anotherman. In fact, shewas passedromman
to man, evidently having fling after fling. Finally, having
beendiscardedby a numberof men, the destitutewomanis
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