of the Father- “unto the praiseof His glory” (V-14). Yet at
eachstageof the planof salvationa certainmemberof the
Trinity is particularlyinvolved. This sealingis in a special
way connectedwith the Holy Spirit. Notice carefully that
the Holy Spirit is not the One who seals. God the Father
doesthe sealing(Cf. Il Cor 1:21-22). You aresealedin
Christ,“with thatHoly Spiritof promise,”by Godthe Father.
The Holy Spirit Himself is the seal! The Spirit's presence
within you, as a believer, is the seal of your eternal
inheritance. Thereis no needof an intensivesearchfor a
so-called“SecondBlessing.” If you havethe Spirit,you are
already sealed. He is the seal.

YOU ARE SEALED WITH THE HOLY SPIRITAT THE
MOMENT YOU BELIEVE

The words of V-13 may more literally be translated,
“having believedye were sealed.” Faithin JesusChristis
requiredbeforeyou canclaimto be sealed. The sealingof
the Holy Spirit is a privilege for believersonly. Paul
assumeshatall believersin Christaresealedvith the Spirit.
The pronoun, “Ye,” refers to the “saints which are at

Ephesus” (Eph 1:1). Paul never contemplateda true

believerwho hasnot beensealed. It shouldbe notedthat
theword“after” isnotin the Greek. Thus, nodoctrineof a
secondwork of graceyearsafteronebelievescanbe based
on this text. There is no believerin the world who isn’'t
sealedwith the Holy Spirit. Your verybelief istheresult of
thework of the Holy Spirit within you! The Spirit brings the
new birth for you are “born of the Spirit” (Jn 3:6). You

cannot embraceChrist as Lord without the Holy Spirit
working within you (I Cor 12:3). So the weak, babein
Christ,youngin thefaith, is just as“sealed”asthe strongest,
oldest, and wisest Christian. Is there sucha thing as a

believer without an eternalinheritance? Of coursenot!

Paulhasjust statedthatall thosein Christ“have obtainedan
inheritance” (Eph 1:11). This is why Paul says that
believers have the “earnest,” the guarantee,of their

inheritance(V-14) - i.e. they are all “sealedwith the Holy
Spirit.” If you haveheard theword of truth, the gospelof
Christ,and believedthismessageconcerningsalvation then
you are sealed and will enjoy heaven.

2. YOUR ETERNAL INHERITANCE IS PRESERVED
THROUGH THE SEALING OF THE SPIRIT

YOUR SEALING IS A MARK OF SECURITY - “until the
redemption of the purchasedpossession’(Cf. Eph 4:30-
“until the day of redemption”)

Have you ever purchasedsomethingat a food marketthat
wassealed?You will find a pieceof plasticaroundthe lid
of the peanutbutter or ketchupbottle. When you buy
medicine or vitamins the caps of the bottles are sealed.
Sometimeshereis aninner pull-tagseal. Why is thisdone?
To makethe producttamper-proof. Pervertedpeoplehave
poisonedothersby tampering with foods and medicines.
Whenyou buy a productyou wantto know that it is safeto
use. You wantassurancéhatno one hastamperedvith it in
anyway. Thus, a sealis a sign of security. In ancienttimes
the “seal” of a king, prince, or noble representedecurity.
Nothing could be altered without the king's permission.
WhenDaniel wasthrown into the lion’s den,king Darius
affixed hisseal on the stoneplaced over the entrancef the
den. Why did he dothis? The Bible says,“That the purpose
mightnot bechangedconcerningDaniel” (Dan 6:17). Any
person, exceptthe king, who brokeor disturbedthe seal
would likely have forfeited his life. It was a royal guard

againsttampering. Nowyou, asa believerare sealedin an
infinitely greaterway with the Spirit. His seal cannotbe
violated or broken. The Holy Spirit's presenceguards
againsttampering. He isa protectiveseal! The world, the
flesh, and the Devil cannot snatch away your eternal

inheritance because the Spirit keeps secure your salvation.

“Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath
beguna goodwork in you will performit until the day of
Jesus Christ” (Phil 1:6).

The Spirit will never stop His work of sanctificationin your
life asa believer. He will keep on performing it until the
day of your final redemptionwhen you receive a sinless,
resurrectedbody. He will “keep you from falling” into
apostasyJude24a). Oneday He will “presentyou faultless
before the presence’of God the Father(Jude24b). The
Holy Spirit's presenceneansthatGodisn’t going to change
His purpose with regard to your soul.

“Whom He did predestinatethem He also called: and
whom He called, themHe also justified; and whom He
justified, them He also glorified” (Rom 8:30).

No link in that goldenchain will ever be broken. The Spirit
thwarts all attemptsto tamperwith the eternal destiny of
your soul.

YOUR SEALING IS A MARK OF OWNERSHIP -
“purchased possession”

The “purchasedpossession’is the believer, as Paul has
previously related:

“In Whom [Christ] we haveredemptionthroughHis blood,
the forgivenessof sins, accordingto the riches of His
grace” (Eph 1:7).

As the apostleonce told the Ephesian elders,“feed the
church of God, which He hath purchasedwith His own
blood” (Acts 20:28).

Having been “purchased” by Christ, you are His
“possession”(Cf. | Cor 6:19-20). He haspaid a precious
price for you. Do youthink somehowor otherJesuss going
to haveHis blood-boughpeoplesnatchedaway from Him?
Did He die in vain for your soul?

“This is the Father'swill which hath sentMe, that of all
which He hath givenMe | shouldlose nothing, but should
raise it up again at the last day” (Jn 6:39).

The Chief Shepheraiever losesany of the sheepfor which
He laid down His life:

“My sheephear My voice, and | know them, and they
follow Me: And | give untothemeternalife; andtheyshall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My
hand” (Jn 10:27-28).

Duringa time whenfalse doctrineis prevalentmanypeople
turn away from the true faith and believe damnablelies.
Paulwrote to Timothyaboutthis very situationand assured
him that no true child of God will have his faith overthrown:

“Neverthelessthe foundationof God standethsure, having

this seal, the Lord knoweth them that are His” (Il Tim 2:19).

“That faith, which is the faith of God'’s elect, is of the

operationof God,and is thegift of his grace and of which

Christis the Author and Finisher,is firm andimmoveableas

a foundation; it is solid and substantial;it is the substancef

thingshopedfor; andit is permanentindabiding; it stands
sure, being supportedby the power of God, and prevalent
mediationof JesusChrist; and socannotbe overthrownby

false teachers...” (John Gill).

The Lord will tell the wicked on the Day of Judgmenthat
He hasnever known them (Matt 7:23). But the Lord, by
virtue of His sovereign electing grace, has eternally
acknowledgedhose who are His own. On this basis He
madethemrecipientsof His speciallove, redeemethemby
JesusChrist, andbroughttheminto fellowship with Him by
the Holy Spirit. Hence they areperfectlysafe(“having this
seal”) evenwhen wicked men promote the most soul-
destroying heresies.

Cattle ranchesengagein the practice of brandingcattle.
Now a brand is a mark of possession. The animal is
identified by the brandasbelongingto the Lazy L or Big W
ranch. No oneelsecantouchthatanimal. It is distinguished
from all the other animalsby that mark. Various herds can
grazetogether and yet the owner of the cattle can be
clearlyknown. So,when God sealsyou with the Holy Spirit,
He is saying, “I own you. Youre my purchased
possession.” The presence of the Spirit in your life
distinguishegou from theworld aroundyou. You are living
in the midstof the masse®f mankind,but you arenotof the
world. You have been purchasedy Christ’'s shedblood
and branded by the Spirit's presence as one of the Lord’s.

YOUR SEALING IS A GUARANTEE OF A FUTURE
INHERITANCE IN HEAVEN - “earnest”

After World War |, an Americanlived in a home in the
QuartierLouisein BrusselsBelgium. Each dayhe spent80
minuteson the streetcamgoingto and from his office. This
made for avery long day so he decidedto move closerto
work. There were somenice residentialstreetsnear the
office and the Americanrang the bell at a house that
exhibiteda room-for-rentsign. It wasjust what he wanted
regardingsize,location,andprice. He told thelandlady that
he would takethe room. He askedif he mightmoveinin
about10 days, as his rent was already paid in the house
where he was presentlystaying. She consentedand then
askeda questionin a hesitantmanner. The conversation
was all in Frenchand therewas a phraseusedwhich the
American didn’t understand. He showed his
incomprehension and repeated the line questioningly,
“Verser desarrhes?” Shereplied,in French,that shewas
surethat he was honestandthat he intendedto return in 10
days. However, if shetook the signout of the window and
he did not return after 10 days, she would lose 10 days of
advertising. The American immediately grasped the
situationwhen she said, “If you would be willing to pay
somethingdownon account,| will agree.” He gave her a
handful of francsas a “down payment.” He went backto
his office and askedone of his fellow-workers about that
strange French phrasethe landlord had used. His co-
workerreplied, “Oh, it isin thefirst chapteiof Ephesians.”
The manlooked it up and sureenoughhe foundit in V-14.
It was the word translated in English as “earnest.”

When God savedyou, asa believer, He gaveyou the Holy
Spirit,sealingyouinto Christby Him, as an earnest,pledge,
or down paymentof your eternalinheritance.If youdesire

to buy a house you don’'t merely askthe owner to holdit for
you becauseyou promiseto buy it. No, you plunk down
cold, hard cashand give him a downpayment. This is his
guarantedhat you are seriousaboutbuying the home. In
the samemannerthe Holy Spiritis God’s down payment, so
to speak,on your heavenlyinheritance. He doesn’'t merely
promise it, the Spirit's presence provides assurance of i

Interestingly enough, the Greek Word for “earnest’
(arrabon)in modernGreek meansanengagementing. An
engagementing is a very serioussymbol. It speaksof an
existinglove anda future marriage. A man cansay,”l love
you,” all day longand promisea girl everythinglife hasto
offer, butshehasno assurancehatheis sincere. Butwhen
the girl gets a sparkling diamondon her finger, she has
confidencethat this guy is going to come through on his
promise. So the Holy Spirit symbolizesthe fact that God
loves you. And you canbe confidentthatyou will enjoythe
marriage feast of heaven (Rev 19:9). Are not God'’s
people“espoused”to Christ (Il Cor11:2)? After all, you
have the diamond of the Holy Spirit!

Summary: God preservesach believerby the seal of the
Holy Spirit sothat not one of themfails to enjoyan eterna
inheritance.

1. AS A BELIEVER GOD ENABLES YOU TO
PERSEVERE IN THE FAITH SO THAT YOUR
SALVATION IS SECURE “And grievenot the Holy Spirit
of God,wherebyye are sealedintothe day of redemption’
(Eph 4:30).

1. YOU CAN GRIEVE THEHOLY SPIRITWHO SEALS
YOU

YOU ARE COMMANDED NOT TO GRIEVE THE
HOLY SPIRIT

You might be temptedto think that since you are “sealec
unto the dayof redemption” andheavens assured,you can
live asyou please. Thisis notGod’s way of salvation. Jesu:
died to save His people from their sins, not in their sins.

“The Word of God nowhereteachesthat once a man is
bornagain he maygive freerein to the lustsof thefleshand
be asworldly as he pleasesyet still be sure of gettingto
heaven. Instead, Scripture says, and the words are
addressetb believers,For if ye live aftertheflesh,ye shall
die” (Rom 8:13)" (Arthur W. Pink).

The Spirit's presencein your life is for the purpose of
sanctification. He will guide you into all truth and enable
you to obey the Lord. Never think of salvationas simply
somekind of “fire insurancefrom hell. Somethingyou
possesand simply store away until it is needed. No, God
makes demandson your life. What you do affects your
relationshipwith God. While no true believercan lose his
or her salvation, you are told not to grieve the Holy Spirit

You mustremembeitthatGod is eternalandis independen
of everything. God cannotbe affectedby anythingoutside
Himself. God doesn’t have humanemotions. He doesn't
feel painandis incapableof crying or becomingsad. When
the God-man,JesusChrist, wept or becamehungry, it was
His human naturealone that was affected. So,when you
read of the Holy Spirit being “grieved,” you must
understanda humanexpressionis being used. The Holy
Spirit doesn't literally “grieve,” as though He suffers



human-like sorrow and sheds tears.

THE WAY YOU SHOULD UNDERSTAND THE
GRIEVING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

No onecanfully comprehendhisconceptof the “grieving”

of the Spirit. 1t has somethingo dowith the Persorof Spirit
indwelling a believer. In some fashion, it is possible to
disappoint,grieve, and offend the Spirit becauseof His

residencewithin you as a believer. Bearin mind that the

Holy Spiritis a Person. He is not an influence or a mere
force. He is the Third Personof the Trinity. You cannot
“grieve” an influence. It is impossibleto makethe wind
happyor sad. But you can offend anddisappointa person.
Of course,the Spiritis not the sameasa humanbeing. You,

as a believer, havea personal relationshipwith the Holy

Spirit. He directsyour mindandactions. Grieving the Spirit
mustbeunderstoodn the senseof affectingthe relationship
betweenthe Holy Spirit and yourself. The Spirit is like a

fire burning within you. He provideslight (guidance)heat
(affectiontoward God), andpurification (puttingawaysin).

You canadd more spiritual wood onthe fire and the Spirit
will burn brighterand be moreinfluentialin yourlife. You
will be “strengthenedvith might by His Spirit’(Eph 3:16).
Or you can dousethe flames with cold water and thus
“guench”theHoly Spirit's influencein somedegreein your
life (I Thess5:19). Thus,“grieving” the Spirit is closely
associatedvith how you live. Your fellowship with Godis

either improved or estrangedby your thoughtswords,and
actions.

2. YOU HAVE A RESPONSIBILITYTO PERSEVEREN
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

Paul’'s warning about “grieving” the Spirit isn’t just a
generalstatement. Paul puts emphasison the Spirit being
most“holy.” This providesan indication as to what might
grieve the Third Personof the Trinity. Look at the context
(Eph 4:17-32) and you will see there are specificsto
consider.The Apostleis addressingthe necessityof a holy
life. You arenotto “walk” (live) as the unsavedpeople
aroundyou do for they are ignorantand blind to spiritual
things. Theirheartis deceivedqV-17-18). Having cometo
know JesuChristand beentaughtthe truth concerningthe
thingsof the Lord, you must“put off” all the old, deceitful
lustsof the flesh (V-20-22). God expectsyou to “put on”
the “new man” and follow the ways of “righteousnessand
true holiness”(V-24). You “grieve” the Holy Spiritwhen
you actin anunrighteousandunholymanner. Paulprovides
specific examples:

1) LASCIVIOUSNESS- “Walk not asotherGentiles...who
being past feeling have given themselves over to
lasciviousnesgp work all uncleanneswith greediness’{V-

17,19). This is speakingof sinful sexual activity - i.e.
adultery, incest, premarital sex, etc. God expectsHis

peopleto be sexuallypure. You are to bepure in body, for

it isthe“temple of God” (I Cor3:17),andmind,for you are
not to have “eyes full of adultery” (Il Pet 2:14).

2) LYING - “Whereforeputtingaway lying, speakevery
man truth with his neighbour”(V-25). You are not to use
your tongueto deceiveothersin businesdealsor personal
conversationGod expectdis peopleto “speakthetruth in
love” (V-15). Satanis the fatherof the lie and it is his
children who follow his example. God is a God of truth,
who cannot lie, and his children follow His example.

3) STEALING - “Let him that stole stealno more: but
ratherlet him labour, working with hishandsthe thingwhich
is good, that he may haveto give to himthat needeth”(V-
28). You mustnottakepossessionf whatdoesn’tbelongto
you. Thiscould be the company’stime or the belongingsf
another. The people of God mustdo work to gainthingsin a
proper manner. Indeed,you mustdo honestlabor and be

willing to share with others rather than to steal from them.

4) CORRUPT COMMUNICATION - “Let no corrupt
communicationproceecutof yourmouth,butthat which is
goodto the useof edifying, that it may minister graceunto
the hearers’(V-29). As abeliever you must notengagein
unwholesometalk such as cursing and swearing, gossip,
characterassassinatiorgtc. You mustuseyour tongueto
produceedifying speech.Yourwordsshouldbe a meansof
communicatingGod’s graceto othersandof building up the
faith of your fellow believers.

5) UNRIGHTEOUSANGER - “Be angryand sin not: let

not the sungo down upon your wrath” (V-26). “Let all

bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil

speaking,be put away from you, with all malice” (V-31).

Anger expressedvithout a just cause(Matt 5:22) is sinful.

It is such unrighteousseethingwithin which producesheated
bitternesstoward a husband wife, another Christian,boss,
co-worker, or neighbor. You must learn to control your

temper and keep your spirit in check. Deal with the
problemas soonas possibleso that your angeris directed
toward asolutionratherthanboiling like a steamingpotday
after day within you.

6) UNFORGIVING SPIRIT- “Be ye kind one to another,
tenderheartedforgiving one another, even as God for
Christ’s sakehasforgiven you” (V-32). Theremustbe no
unwillingnesgo forgive thewrongsdoneto you. Nogrudge
mustbe held againstthe the onewho haswrongedyouwhen
forgivenessis sought. You must have a tender, forgiving
spirit, for you yourself enjoy divine forgivenessthrough
JesusChrist. If you have been forgivenso much by God
surely you can forgive those who seek your forgiveness.

“God preservesHis people in this world through their
perseverance their useof meansindavoidanceof whatis
destructive. We do not mean for a moment that the
everlastingpurposeof the Most High is madecontingenton
the actionsof the creature. The saint's perseverancé a
Divine gift, astruly ashealth andstrengthof body. Thetwo
sides of this truth, the Divine and human, are brought
togetherin ‘work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God whichworkethin you bothto will and
to do of His good pleasuréPhil 2:12,13)" (Arthur W. Pink).

Summary: You must not “grieve” the Holy Spirit by
engagingin unrighteousand unholy acts. You have a
responsibility to persevere in the faith.

MAIN CONCLUSION:

1. HOW YOU CAN BE ASSURED OF SALVATION

How can you be assuredthat you are “sealed” with the
Holy Spiritand will enjoyan eternainheritancein heaven?
This is a vital question. The Spirit will makeHimself known
to you by bringingyou to a belief of thetruth of the gospel.
The gospel providesthe way of salvation. Salvationfrom
sin andeternal damnationcomesthrough Jesu<Christ alone
- i.e. throughHis perfectrighteousnesandsacrificial death.

“For the wagesof sinis death, butthe gift of Godis eternal
life throughJesusChrist our Lord” (Rom 6:23). You must
repentof your sinand place your faith in Christ. God grants

forgiveness'for Christ's sake” (Eph 4:32)to all thosewho

place their trustin the Savior. The “sealing” of the Spirit

coincideswith believing the Gospelmessage. “The Spirit

[Himself] bearswitness with our spirit, that we are the

children of God” (Rom 8:16). Have you ever believed on

Christ? Are you trusting His work on the cross for the

salvationof your soul? Do you have any evidenceof the

Holy Spirit’swork within you? If youare “sealed”with the

Spirit, you will havethe “fruit of the Spirit” (SeeGal 5:22).

If thereis no changein your life, no growthin righteousness
and holiness,then you have no assuranceof the Spirit's

presence and eternal life.

2. PASSAGESWHICH SPEAKOF PERSONS'FALLING
AWAY” AND PERISHING

There are Bible verses which speakof persons“falling
away” and perishing, even of their faith being
“overthrown.” However,the Bible nevercontradictsitself.
Thereare very few of thesepassagecomparedo all those
which teachthe divine preservatiorof all believers. The
solutionto harmonizingtheseseeminglyconflicting passages
isto realize thatoften peopleare consideredvith respectto
theirprofessionof faith, notthereality of sucha profession.
All the passageswhich speak of “falling away” can be
answered by a single passage of Scripture.

“They wentout fromus,butthey werenotof us; for it they
hadbeenof us,they would no doubthave continuedwith us:
buttheywentout, thatthey mightbe mademanifestthatthey
were not all of us” (1 Jn 2:19).

Thosewho “fall away” were nevertrue believers. They
professedo believe in Christbut neverpossessedenuine
faith. They spokewith their lips aboutfollowing the Lord
but their heartswere far from Him. This is why the Bible
teachesthat not only must your lips confessthat Jesusis
Lord (outward,public expression)but in your heartyou
must also believe the truth of the Gospel (inward, secret
thinking) (Rom10:9-10). Therearehypocriteswho seemto
be disciples of Christfor a period of time and then “fall
away” from the faith. But “they were not of us” for
otherwisethey would have perseveredn their profession
and not returnedback to the world like a pig to wallow in
the mire of sin (Il Pet 2:20-22). If you truly believethe
Gospelof JesusChrist you will never perish for you are
sealed with the Spirit until the day of redemption.
Remembetthe Parableof the Sower. Someseedfalls upon
stonyor thorny groundand springsup buteventuallydies out
or withers away. It never producesany fruit. This
representshosewho professto believebutin reality are still
in their sins. They do notperseverebut whentribulation or
persecutiorcomesor the caresandpleasuref this world
draw them away, their professiondies. The good ground
representsthose who have genuine faith and produce
spiritual fruit in their lives.
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PERSEVERANCE OF THE

SAINTS

The Preservation and Perseverance ol
All Brought to Salvation
BY JACK A. WERTH

“In Whomye also trusted, after that ye heardthe word of
truth, the gospelof your salvation: in Whomalso after that
ye believed,yewere sealedwiththat Holy Spiritof promise
Which is the earnestof our inheritance until the redemptior
of the purchased possession,unto the praise of His
glory...And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, wherebyye
are sealedunto theday of redemption”- Eph1:13-14, 4:30
KIV

A ratherpoor man receivesa wonderful inheritanceof a
million dollars. He considershimself rich and entersa
whole new lifestyle. He neverlived in such luxury and
splendorin his life. He purchases statelymansion,hires
servants, dines on the finest foods, drives expensive
automobilesandenjoysthe lifestyle of therich andfamous
He thinksthat he is setfor the restof his days. Sadly,the
man eventually loses his vast fortune. Poor judgment,a
stock-marketrash, fraud, calamity,and wasteful spendin¢
all conspire to deplete his once great inheritance
Eventually he ends up just as poor as he was at the
beginning. He lost his inheritance.

Thereare somewho thinkthat thisis how itis with God'’s
inheritance. You may be broughtto salvation, enjoy its
wonderfulbenefitsfor a time,andthen eventuallyfall away
from the faith and be eternally lost. However, the Bible
teachesthat onceyou arebroughtto faith in Christyou are
preservedy God from fatally falling away. The indwelling
Holy Spirit enablesyouto perseveren thefaith sothat you
will finally endup in heaven. Thisdoesnotmeanthatonce
you are savedyou will neversinagain. No, asa believer
you will strugglewith sin therest of yourlife. You havea
responsibilityto continueor perseverén faith and holiness
Yet God eternally securesall those He haschosenfrom
eternity and for whom Christ shed His precious blood.

“The believer Jike a manon shipboardmay fall again and
again on the deck, but he will neverfall overboard”(C.H.
Spurgeon).

I. AS A BELIEVER YOU ARE PRESERVEIBY GOD SO
THAT YOUR SALVATION IS SECURE (Eph 1:13-14)

1. WHAT DOESIT MEAN TO BE SEALED WITH THE
SPIRIT?

YOU ARE SEALED WITH THE PERSONOF THE HOLY
SPIRIT BY GOD THE FATHER

Your salvation involvesthe work of the whole Godhead
The Holy Trinity is activein eachstepof salvation. This is
true of sealingalso. Christis involved in sealing- “IN

WHOM...yeweresealed”(V-13). The sealingof the Spirit
comesonly in Jesu<Christ,andit is the electalone who are
“chosen...inHIM” (Eph 1:4) and thussealed. Butit also
involvesthe activity of Godthe Father. Heis the One who
initiates andauthorizesthe plan of salvation(Eph 1:3). And
the sealingwork of the Holy Spiritresultsin the glorification
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