been disobedient. “For thereis not a just man upon earth,
thatdoethgoodandsinnethnot” (Ecc 7:20). “If we saythat
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves”(l Jn 1:8).

2. YOU ARE DISOBEDIENT TO GOD'SCOMMANDS -
“children of disobedience” (V-2)

The essential,primary trouble you find yourselfin is that
you are a rebelagainstGod. A “child” is someonewho is
underthe authority of a parent. The child is expectedto
submitto and obeythe parent. A rebellious child saysin
effecttotheparent,“You can't tell mewhattodo. Youare
notmy boss. I'll do asl please.” Man hasbeencreatedby
God andthereforeis subjectto God'’s authority. You must
acknowledge;The Spiritof God hath mademe, and the
breathof the Almighty hathgiven melife,” asJobonce did
(Job 33:4). Since God is your Creator,you belongto God
and are accountabldgo Him. “For in Him we live, and
move, and haveour being...Forwe are also His offspring”
(Acts 17:28). As a creatureyou areGod’s property. He is
your Owner and Master. He hasthe right, as a parent,to
decidewhatis right andwrong for you. Butlike a rebellious
child, youdo notwant to submitto God's authorityover you.
You don't like the idea of anyone,evenGod, beingabove
you. Thisis oneof the reasonshe theoryof evolutionis so
popular. It doesaway with God and God's authority as
Creator. God,in His Word andin capsuldorm by the Ten
Commandmentdjas told you what you shouldand should
not do. But you revolt againstthis. God says,“Thou shalt
not” andyou say, “Oh, yes, | willl” God demands, Thou
shalt,” and you refuse, “I will not!”

3. YOU ARE UNDERTHE JUSTWRATH OFGOD AS A
SINNER - “children of wrath” (V-3)

Today people have a mistaken view of God. You

frequently see bumper stickerswith words like: “God is

Love” or “Smile God Loves You.” The idea conveyedis

that Godis only a loving, compassionategnd kind Creator.
The phrase“children of wrath” seemsshockingin light of

this. Interestinglyenough there aremore references the
Bibleto God’s angerfury, andwrath than thereare to His

love and tenderness.Considerthe Flood of Noahwhere an

entire corruptcivilization was destroyedtotally by God's
judgment. God’s awesomevrathwiped outthevile cities of

Sodomand Gomorrahwith fire and brimstone. Thousands
of Israeliteswere killed off by God’'s wrath so that their

carcassesotted in the desert. When Israel and Judah
turned away from the Lord the AssyriansandBabylonians
plundered and enslavedthem as God's righteous anger
punishedhemfor their sins. During theministryof Johnthe

Baptistthe messageroclaimedwas“Flee from thewrath to

come” (Matt 3:7). The messagef Christwasno different,
“He thatbelievethnotthe Sonshallnotseelife butthe wrath

of God abidethon him” (Jn 3:36). The Apostle Paul

declared “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven,
againstall ungodlinessandunrighteousnessf men” (Rom
1:18). In the book of Revelationyou havepeople crying

out, “Hide us from the face of Him that sittethon the throne
andfrom thewrath of the Lamb” (Rev 6:16). Also you read
of the “Lake of Fire” (Rev 20:14)into which the wicked

are cast to endure eternal torments.

Thereis adivine displeasurand indignationtoward all sin,
therefore, God’s anger burns againstthe sinner. A holy
God mustpunishthosewho areguilty of breakingHis law,
for He “will by no meansclear the guilty” (Ex 34:7). He
isn't simply going to ignore your transgressionsind forget

aboutthem, for “God is angrywith thewicked every day”

(Psa7:11). And not only does the wrath of God “abide”

upon sinnersin thislife, the Scriptureseach there is “the

wrath to come” (I Thess1:10). Unless God'’s righteous
indignationcan be turned away beforeyou die, youwill be

“punishedwith everlastingdestruction” (Il Thess1:9) in the
“lake of fire” (Rev 20:14). In what is commonly called

“hell,” youwill experiencehefiercewrath of Godforever.
Hell is describedhn the mostfrighteningterms asa “furnace
of fire” (Matt 13:50)and a “place of torment” (Lk 16:28),
wherethereis “no restday nor night” (Rev 14:11). The

Bible teacheshat“every oneof us shallgive an accounbf

himselfto God” (Rom 14:12). God is notunjust,therefore,
no sinner can claim he wasn't treatedfairly and doesn’t
deserveto suffertheawful consequences hissin. A holy
God demandsperfectionand you are guilty of countless
transgressions One sinwill damnyour soul andduringyour

lifetime you have heapedup an entire mountainof them.
God’s promiseof divine punishmenwill be fulfilled, “the

wicked shall beturnedinto hell” (Psa9:17). God isa God
of wrath!

4. YOU MAY WISH TO DISMISS YOUR DEFILED
AND SINFUL STATE - “Wherefore remember” (V-11)

In thissamechapterof EphesiansPaulprovidesa reminder
of how people are “without Christ...strangersfrom the
covenantsof promise...withouthope, and without God...”
(Eph 2:11-12)as unregeneratsinful humanbeings. There
is a tendencyto forget thesevital truths. A willingnessto
bury the facts asdeeplyas possiblesothatyou can putthem
out of your mind.

Many years ago, while on a visit to England, a wealthy

businessmanwas fascinated by a powerful microscope.
Looking throughits lensto study crystalsand the petalsof

flowers, he was amazedat their beauty and detail. He

decidedto purchasea microscopeandtake it back hometo

America. He thoroughlyenjoyedusingit. Butone day he

examinedthe food hewas planningto eatfor dinner. Much

to his dismay, he discoveredhat tiny living creatureswvere
crawling in it. Since he was especially fond of this
particular food, he wondered what to do. Finally, he

concludedthat therewas only oneway out of his dilemma.
He would destroythe instrumenthatcausedhim to discover
the disgustingfact about his food. So he smashedthe

microscopéo pieces! And wenton his merry way enjoying
his delicious cuisine.

Many peopledo the same thing with the Word of God
which, like a microscopegxamineseveryfaucet of your
life. The Bible revealsthingsaboutyou which you mightnot
like to acknowledge. You may attemptto ignore the facts
but it doesn’tchangethereality of the situationconfronting
you.

Summary: You are a defiled and rebellioussinner in the
eyes of God and under His just wrath.

II. _YOU ARE A DEAD SINNER UNABLE TO HELP
YOURSELF

1. YOU ARE IN A STATE OF DEADNESS- “Dead” (V-
1,5)

One day Christcalled a certainman to follow Him as His
disciple. The man made an excuse,“l mustfirst return
home andbury my father.” That was a figure of speech

which meantwaiting until hisfatherdied in orderto receive
the inheritance first. Jesusrespondedto this requestin a
startling way, “Follow Me; and let the dead bury their
dead” (Jn 8:22). An interesting choice of words! Christ
indicates that there are some LIVING DEAD PEOPLE!
What He meantwas, “Let the spiritually dead bury the
physically dead.”

Paulspeaksn the samemannerhere. That he is speaking
of SPIRITUAL DEATH is clearfrom the fact that he also
says‘whereinye walked”(V-2). On aphysicallevel, you
think of deathin termsof a casket,a grave,a tombstonea

funeral home, flowers, and a sorrowful gatheringof loved

ones. Thereis another kind of death - spiritual death.
“Your iniquities have SEPARATEDbetweenyou and God”

(Isa59:2). Youwill recallGod’swarningto Adam andEve

aboutthe Treeof the Knowledgeof Goodand Evil, “For in

the day thatthoueatestthereotfthoushaltsurelyDIE” (Gen
2:17). God's penalty for violation wasdeath. There wasa
spiritual aspect to this death as well as a physical one.

Spiritualdeath occurredmmediately (“the day”) for Adam

and Eve lost their fellowship with God. They were
separatedrom God. Eventually,they died physically for

the physical “time clock” for death started when they
sinned. The sadoutcomeof thissin is thatall the offspring

of AdamandEve inherittheir fallen nature- “by naturethe

children of wrath” (V-3). You were BORN spiritually
dead. David capturesthis thoughtin Psa51:5, “Behold, |

was shaperin iniquity and in sin did my mother conceive
me.” You transgresssod’s Law and sin becauseyou are
spiritually dead by nature. You are not born in a state of

innocence.You are borncorrupt and evil. Your “heartis

deceitful above all things and desperatelywicked” (Jer
17:9).

Haveyou everbitten intoan appleand founda wormin it?
You checktheoutsideof theappleandit showsno marksor
entry point for the worm. How did the worm get into the
apple? Clearly he could not have burrowedin from the
outside. No, it has beendiscoveredhatthe worm can come
from the inside. But how doeshe getin there? An insect
lays an egg in the appleblossombefore the apple is even
formed. Later, theworm hatchesdn the heartof theapple.
Then the worm eats his way out!

This isthe way it isfor you. Your heartis corruptedfrom
the very beginningof your existence,therefore,you do
wickedthings. The“worm” of corruption gotin before you
cameout of thewomb! It is from your sinful heart that all
sorts of wickedness proceeds.

2. YOU ARE TOTALLY DEPRAVED (V-2-3)

YOU ARE UNDER THE CONTROL AND MENTALITY
OFTHE WORLD - “ye walkedaccordingto the course of
this world” (V-2)

The term “world” here is not referring to the created
universe- i.e. sun,moon, stars, planets,mountainsrivers,

oceans,etc. The Bible speaks of “this presentEVIL

WORLD” (Gal1:4). The “world” hereis a mentality, an
outlook,a view of life which leavesout God (Eph 2:12).
Thisiswhy God'’s peoplearetold, “Be notconformedto this
world” (Rom 12:12). To be “of the world” is to be
“outside” of JesusChrist. Unsaved people are governed
entirely by what other peoplethink, say and do - i.e. the
opinions of TV, radio, newspapersmusic, etc. Moral

standardsaresetby what societydeemsacceptable.Casual

sex is saidto be O.K betweentwo consentingadults. Little
“white lies” are consideredappropriateat times. Sharg
businesspractices,which hurt people, are fine if you are
successfulin the corporateworld. Using blasphemou
words is said to be expressive. Your opinions, language
and desiresare controlled by this evil world to a greate
extent than you might imagine!

YOU ARE A SLAVETO SATAN - “ye walked...accordin
to the princeof the powerof the air, the spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience” (V-2)

You mightsay,“As a citizen of the modernworld, you don’t
really believe in a literal Devil?” Yes, | do. The Bible
clearly teachesit. You cannot explain the sad state of
society withoutbelievingin the personof Satan. Heis the
“prince of the power of the air.” He is a spiritual being,
who movesto and fro without the constraintsyou and |
possesdiving in a physical body. He is the ruler of the
fallen angels. He is the “spirit” which is presentlyworking
in thosewho are disobedientto God. The Word of God
declaresthatpeople arein the “snareof the Devil” (11 Tim
2:26). They are entrappedand under the power of Satan
Before coming to know Christ, you are a slaveto Satan’s
purposes.Thisis why Satanis called “the god of thisworld”
(Il Cor 4:4). Peopledon't realize that thereis a spiritual
realm beyondthe physicalone. Sataneasily controlsand
directs you without you realizing it.

YOU ARE CONTROLLED BY THE LUSTS OF THE
FLESH AND THE MIND - “Among whom alsowe all had
our conversationin times pastin the lusts of our flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind” (V-3)

The old Englishword “conversation”doesnot merely mean
speech. Theideais that of conductor behavior. Before
salvation, you live and conduct yourself according to
various lusts (sinful desires). Your “walk” (lifestyle) is
dominatedby the lustsof the flesh and the mind. Sinisn’t
confined merelyto physicalacts, butalso includesthoughts
The word “flesh” Is usedto denote what is in complete
oppositionto the Spirit of God. “For the fleshlustethagains
the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh and these are
contrarythe onetotheother” (Gal 5:17). Notice thereisno
exceptionto this control by sinful desires- “We all.” The
control is very strong and very complete.

By “the desiresof the flesh” Paul meansthe “inordinate
affections” (Col 3:5) or unrestrainedimpulsesor appetites
of the body. Thesethings take control of your life and
dominateyou. Eatingis a normal function of the body, but
under sin it can dominate you. You become a glutton.
Sleepingis a normal function of the body, but under sin
thereis a desireto belazy andavoid work. Pleasurés not
forbidden by God, but what happensis that you becomea
“lover of pleasuremore thana lover of God” (Il Tim 3:4).
You desire to party and enjoy yourself - eat, drink and be
merry - while God,work, andfamily obligationsareleft out.
While God ordainedsexual relations, this bodily function
dominates people. Sex-mania controls our world (TV,
movies, magazines.etc.). God is saying, “Sin’s power is
demonstrateddy the fact thatbodily appetitesdominateyou.
You have lost control!”

Thereare alsothe “desiresof the mind” to consider. Why
is there jealousy, envy, malice, pride, hatred, wrath, and
bitternesswithin you? Why doesyourminddwell onsexual
lusts? Why is thereatendencyto covet whatother people



possessWhy do you plot revengeuponthoseyou perceive
to be your enemies? The Bible declaresaboutman,“every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart [is] only evil
continually” (Gen 6:5). Everysin you evercommit starts
within you. Murder beginswith unjustified angerraging
within your breast. Adultery originateswith someunclean
fantasy that you have indulged. Theft proceedsfrom
covetingwhat belongsto your neighbor. Thus, the Bible
teaches;Keep [guard] thy heartwith all diligence for out
of it are the issues of life” (Prov 4:23).

| could go on and on. The pointis every aspectof your
being is corrupted by sin. You are TOTALLY
DEPRAVED.

3. YOU ARE UNABLE TO HELP YOURSELF

How canyou helpyourselfoutof theterrible spiritual state
in which you find yourself? You are dominatedby the
world, Satan,and variouslusts. You are separatedrom
Godby yourtransgressionandsins. You arearebel! You
cannotdo anything butdisobeyGodin the conditionyou are
in! “They that are in the flesh cannotpleaseGod” (Rom
8:8). Youmightsay, “Wait a minute,| havea FREEWILL.

| can chooseto do anythingmy heart desires.” But what
doesyour heart,which is deceitfulaboveall things,desire?
What doesa rebel againstGod, controlledby Satan,desire?
The Bible speaksof those who sin as being “servants
[slaves] of sin” (Rom 6:17). Where is this freedom of
which you speak?Sinis your master! “Thereis NONE that
seekethafter God. Theyare all gone outof the way, they
are togetheibecomeunprofitable; thereis none that doeth
good, no, not one” (Rom 3:11-12).

Suppose large, thick, rare T-bone steakand a wonderful,
huge tossedsalad were placed in front of a hungry lion.
Whatwould the lion chooseto eat? Suppose/ou makethe
tossedsalad as appetizing and colorful as possiblewith

carrots, red cabbage, cucumbers, tomatoes, cheese,

broccoli, lettuce, and radishes. You could put all the blue
cheesedressingon the saladyou wished, but the lion will
always choosethe fresh red meat. Why? Becausehis
naturedictateshis selectionof food. He mayaskfor the A-
1 sauce, but he will never ask for croutons!

So it is with the sinnerand sin. “Can the Ethiopianchange
his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may you also do
good,who are accustomedo do evil” (Jerl3:23). You are
totally dominatedand controlledby the lustsof the body and
mind and Satan is actively working in you to do evil.

Summary: You are a deadsinner, totally depraved,and
unable to help yourself.

11l. YOUR ONLY HOPEAS A DEFILED AND DEAD
SINNER IS TO BE MADE ALIVE BY GOD

1. GOD’S GREAT MERCY AND LOVE - “But God, who
isrich in mercy, for His greatlove wherewith He loved us,
Even when we were dead in sins...” (V-4-5a)

Paul is speakingto believersin this passage. He is
explainingtheir previousdead stateand how they cameto
salvation in JesusChrist. “This is the terrible spiritual
conditioneveryonein theworld is in andthis ishow you (as
a child of God) were changed and grantedsalvation.”
What | wish to make clear is that VV-4-5 do not apply to
everyone.They referonly to thosewho have cometo know

the Lord.

How doesPaul explain salvation? Doeshe speakof man’s
ability to chooseGod and rejectSatan?Does heemphasize
man’sfree will? No, theGospelis introducedby two words
- “But God.” Godreachesout in compassiorandlove and
savestotally depravedsinners. Justwhen everything looks
black and utterly hopeless,God entersthe picture- “But
God.” The Gospelmessagés nothow mancooperatesvith
God in salvation. It is not abouthow you canturnyour life
around by somereligious reformation. It is not aboutthe
power of positivethinking. Thereis noteachingon how you
cangain God’s favor by doinggood works. The Gospelis
all abouthow God saveshelplesssinnersthroughthe Person
and work of JesusChrist. “For God so loved the world
[Gentiles aswell as Jews]that He gave His only begotten
Son,that whosoeverbelievethin Him shouldnot perish but
have everlastinglife” (Jn 3:16). Your hope is notto be
found in yourself,butin God. God’s rich mercy and great
love moved Him to sendJesusasa Savior for sinners. What
right does any defiled sinner haveto be saved? What
demand could anyoneplace upon God to show mercy to
rebellioussinners? Why should Godthe Fatherprovidethe
unspeakabl@ift of the sacrifice of His own beloved Son?
Yet JesusChristdiedfor the “ungodly” thatHe might save
them from sin and hell. For God “so loved” that He
willingly gave His Sonto die in the place of the mostvile
and disobedientpeople. Jesuscameto “save His people
[those given to Him by the Father] from their sins” (Matt
1:21). All who place theirfaith in JesusChristare promised
forgivenessandeternal life. “If thou shaltconfesswith thy
mouththe Lord Jesusand shaltbelieve in thine heart that
God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved”
(Rom 10:9).

It isimportantto note,in emphasizinghatsalvationis solely
by grace, Paul makes it clear that even the “faith” to
embraceChristis grantedby God. “For by graceare ye
savedthroughfaith; and thatnot of yourselves: it [faith] is
the gift of God” (Eph 2:8). Faithis saidto be the fruit of the
Spirit of God (Gal 5:22) andthereforeis called “the faith
which isby Him [God]” (Acts 3:16). Yes, even faithis part
of the merciful provision of God for those He loves.

2. GOD’S GIFT OF SPIRITUAL LIFE - “Hath quickened
us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved)” (V-5b).

In 1818 Mary Shelley wrote the horror story,
FRANKENSTEIN. It isabouta youngmedicalstudentDr.

Frankensteinyho triesto createa humanbeingfrom dead
bodies. Now the main obstaclein creating this being was
that while the body could be constructed,it was lifeless.
The creaturecould not be made to move, walk, act,etc.,
becauset wasdead. Dr. Frankensteihooksup the bodyto
electricalwires which are thenconnectedto a lightning rod

on top of the castle. During a severestorm,the lightning
strikes,and the deadmonsteccomesto life. In thisaspecbf

the story, | believe Shelley was indicating that life must
come from above, from God. Man cannot create life.

Almost 2000 years ago, Jesusdied a cruel and horrible
death atop Mount Calvary. As He was dying He said,
“Father into thy handsl commendMy spirit” and then He
“gave up the ghost.” Now everyoneseeingthis (the two
thieves, womendisciples,John, Romansoldiers, Josephof
Arimathea, etc.)could testify: “He isdead.” A stonewas
rolled againstthe dark mouthof the burial caveand sealed
with Pilate’sseal. He wasofficially pronouncediead. But

on the morning of the third day, an angel rolled away that
grave stoneand proclaimed;He isALIVE!” He hadrisen
from the dead! The grave clotheswere left behind, but
Jesus was gone! “I am He that liveth and was dead and
behold | am alive for evermore” (Rev 1:18).

Somethinglike this, is what Paul says happensto dead
sinnersso thatthey becomealive. What happenedtb Christ
physically, happens to sinners spiritually. The words,
“quickenedus togetherwith Christ,” indicatethatthereis a
connectionbetween Christ's resurrectionand a person’s
salvation. “Quickened” means to be made alive or
spiritually resurrected from a dead state.

How is it that a defiled and dead sinner is changedand
madeinto a new creaturein Christ? You must be given
spiritual life by God! The Bible calls this a spiritual birth.
“Except a man be born again[from above],he cannotsee
the kingdom of God” (Jn 3:3). Why is it that a sinner
repentsof sin and believesthe messagef the Gospel of
Jesu<Christ? Thisindividual has beenmade alive by God!
“A new heartalsowill | give you,anda new spiritwill | put
within you” (Ezk 36:26). Hereis a graciouspromise,but in
whatway will God accomplisht? You mustask Godfor a
new heart! “Thus saith the LORD God: | will yet be
enquiredof by the houseof Israel,to do it for them” (Ezk
36:37)! Cry earnestlyto Godfor a newheart,for a spiritual
resurrectionfor the grantingof life. Godcommands/ou to
repent of your sins and believe on the Lord JesusChrist
(Acts20:21). Whosoevebelievesshallnot perishbut have
everlasting life (Jn 3:16).

MAIN CONCLUSION:

Now thereis a greatdanger of notbelieving whatyou have
heard from the Scriptures! Like the oilman who didn't
believe the cook’s dog was actually being chasedin the
houseby a lion, you can deny that what you have heard
from the Bible is right. ButEphesiangwo is quiteplain. Do

youreally believe you are bornin atotally depravedstate?
Do youreally believethatGodalone can grantyou spiritual
life? Total depravity is a crucial doctrine relating to

salvation. To deny this and castit aside,will leaveyou in

eternal peril!
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TOTAL DEPRAVITY

Man’s Actual State Before God
BY JACK A. WERTH

“And you hath He quickened,who were dead in trespasse
and sins; Whereinin time pastyewalked accordingto the
courseof this world, accordingto the prince of the power of
the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience: Among whom also we all had our
conversationin timespast in the lustsof our flesh, fulfilling
the desiresof the fleshandof themind; andwereby nature
the children of wrath,evenas others. ButGod, whoisrich in
mercy,for his greatlove wherewithhe loved us,Evenwhen
wewere deadin sins,hathquickenedus togetherwith Christ,
(by grace ye are saved)” - Eph 2:1-5 KJV

CharlesBerlitz, a vice-presidentof the Berlitz Schoolsof
Languagetells of a trip to Sumatra. He went to Sumatre
with an oilman who had studied Indonesianwith them in
New York. The man boughta house outsidePalembanc
and Berlitz urged him to plungerightin with the language
The first call the pupil took at the office turned out to be
from oneof his newly-hired servants.“Just goesto show,”
the oilman saidwhen he hungup, “you think you know the
language,butwhenyou gethereyou find youdon't know a
thing aboutit. It soundedust like he saida tiger wasin the
house,chasingthe cook’s dog.” The oilman just shookhis
headnotbelieving this was the real message Howeverhe
had heard right! A tiger was actually in his housechasing
the cook’s dog! He just couldn’t accept this as the truth

When it comesto the messageof God found in the Bible,
I'm afraid thatmostpeopledo not really believewhat God
says. The text aboveclearlystatesthe depravedcondition
of man, but uponhearing this awful messageo you really
believe it? The doctrine of man’s total depravity is nevel
well-received. As Paul explains, you are “dead in
trespasseandsins” andonly by God’s marvelousgracecan
you be made alive spiritually. Your will is not free to
choose good over evil for you mustbe “created in Christ
Jesus”to be enabledo do “good works” (Eph2:10). This
teachingis notjust ancientwords of a deadapostle but the
truth of God statedby inspirationof the Holy Spiritfor every
generation. You must carefully considerwhat God says
here.

I._ YOU ARE A DEFILED SINNERIN THE EYES OF
GOD

1. YOU ARE GUILTY OF TRESPASSE&ND SINS- “in
trespasses and sins” (V-1)

The Bible declaresthat you are guilty of great evil in the
eyesof God. A “trespass’represents fall, a false step,an
offense. It suggeststhat you have lost your way and
strayed into forbidden territory. You've probably seena
“No Trespassing'signona piece of property. It meansyou
have no right to enter that area. Walking onto that land
means you have violated the law and are guilty of
trespassing. “Sin” means“missingthemark.” It suggest
the picture of a man shootingat a targetwith a bow and
arrowandfalling shortof it. Bothtrespasandsinimply that
you have broken God’s Moral Law (Ten Commandments
“Sin is the transgressiorof the law” (I Jn3:4). You have
fallen short of the standardwhich God requiresof you. In
your thoughtsanddesires,aswell asyour actions,you have
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