somehorrible, monstrousdecreeby a divine tyrant. There
is a harsh prejudice against the whole subject of

predestination. Notice, however, that the Apostle Paul

showsno hesitationin discussingelectionand predestination.
In fact, Paul quickly movesfrom the introduction of his

letterto a glorious praiseof God for thesegreat truths of

God’'sgrace. Insteadf being a horrible doctrine election

is a mostwarm and joyous teaching. It is a humbling
doctrine. It strips awayall trust in the flesh, all religious
pride,and bringsyou to see the sovereigntyof God’s grace
in Christ.

. YOU SHOULD REALIZE GOD HAS ELECTED
CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS TO SALVATION FROM
ETERNITY (V-3-4)

1. THE TRUTHFULNESSOF ELECTION - “He hath
chosen” (V-4)

The Bible teachesn the clearespossiblemannerthat God
has chosencertain individuals upon which to bestowHis
grace. Thesechosenpeople are knownas the elect. You
may say, “l don't like thatidea.” Maybe you do not, but
whetheror not you like it isreally immaterial. Here is the
main question: “Is the doctrineof election taughtin God'’s
Holy Word?” The Bible repeatedlystresseghe fact that
Godhaselectedpeople. Any unbiasedeadingof Scripture
demonstrates this fact.

Matt 13:20 “For the elect'ssake,whomHe hathchosenHe
hath shortened the days” [relating to the Tribulation].

Jn13:18 “l speaknot of you all: | know whom| have
chosen.”

Acts 13:48 “As many as were ordained to eternal life
believed.”

Rom 8:30 “Moreover whom He did predestinatethem He
also called: and whom He called, them He also justified:
and whom He justified, them He also glorified.”

Rom11:7 “Israel hath not obtainedthat which he seeketh
for; but the elect hath obtained it, and the rest were
blinded.”

| Thess5:9 “For Godhath notappointedusto wrath, but to
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Il Thess2:13 “But we are boundto give thanksalway to
God for you, brethrenbelovedof the Lord, becauseGod
hath from the beginning chosenyou to salvationthrough
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.”

II' Tim 2:10 “I endureall thingsfor the elect’s sakes,that
they may also obtainthe salvationwhich is in ChristJesus
with eternal glory.”

Titus 1:1 “Paul, a servantof God, and an apostleof Jesus
Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect.”

SowhatPaulteacheshereis not someisolatedor obscure
doctrine,butone which is foundin nearly every bookof the

New Testament. You cannotdenythe doctrineof election
if you readyour Bible with anopenmind. It is clearly stated
in Scripture. You may hate theideaof electionand despise
andrejectit. You mayevendareto questionGod’s justice,
but who can deny the presence of election in the Bible?

2. ELECTION IS PERSONAL - “He hath chosen us” (V-4)

Many peoplewhen confrontedwith the doctrineof election
try to avoid its implicationsby sayingthat it only refersto a
national election(lsrael)andnot to individuals. It shouldbe
obviousthattheword “us” is notreferringto a nation. What
nation is Paul addressing? The pronoun “us” must be
explained in light of its context. Paul is writing to “the
saints” and“the faithful in Christ Jesus”(V-1). V-3 makes
it clearthat “spiritual blessings”(definedin V-4-14) arein
view, notsomebasicnationalbenefits. Besides,how would
you explain Rom 11:7 (quoted above)if election merely
refers to national Israel?

“There neverwas a more foolish subterfuge than that of
trying to bring outnationalelection. Whatis the electionof
a nation but the election of so many units, so many
people?...Iftherebe any injusticein God choosingoneman
and not another,how much more musttherebe injustice in
choosingone nation and not another. No! the difficulty
cannotberid of thus,but is greatly increasedby thisfoolish
wresting of God’s Word” (C.H. Spurgeon).

Also theword “us,” while including Paulhimself alongwith
these believers, cannot mean everyone. Paul’s point is
obvious. God haschosenspecific persons. While others
are rejected,theseindividualsare “chosen” to receivethe
“spiritual blessings”of God. Did not Jesussay, “Rejoice,
becauseyour namesare written in heaven”(Lk 10:20)?
This showsthatGod’selection to eternalife is of particular
persondor their individualnamesarerecordedin the book
of life (Phil 4:3).

Abraham- “Thou artthe LORD the God,who didstchoose
Abram, andbroughtesthimforth outof Ur of the Chaldees,
and gavest him the name of Abraham” (Neh 9:7).

Jeremiah- “Then the word of the LORD cameunto me,
saying,Before | formed theein the belly | knew [loved]
thee; and before thou camestforth out of the womb I
sanctified[set apart] thee,and | ordained [predestinated]
thee a prophet unto the nations” (Jer 1:4-5).

Jacob- “And not only this; but when Rebeccaalso had
conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; (For the
childrenbeingnot yet born, neitherhavingdoneany goodor
evil, that the purposeof God accordingto election might
stand,not of works, butof himthatcalleth;) It wassaidunto
her, The eldershall servethe younger. As it is written,

Jacob have | loved, but Esau have | hated” (Rom 9:10-13).

Johnthe Baptist- “For he shall be great in the sightof the
Lord, andshall drink neitherwine nor strongdrink; and he
shall be filled with the Holy Ghost,evenfrom his mother’s
womb” (Lk 1:15).

Apostle Paul- “And one Ananias,a devoutman according
to the law, having agoodreport of all the Jewswhich dwelt
there,Cameunto me, and stood, and saidunto me, Brother
Saul,receivethy sight. And thesamehour | lookedup upon
him. And he said, The God of our fathershathchosenthee,
that thoushouldesknow His will, andseethat JustOne,and
shouldesthear the voice of His mouth” (Acts 22:12-14).
“But when it pleasedGod, who separatedme from my
mother’'swomb,and calledme by His grace,To revealHis
Sonin me, that I might preachHim among the heathen:
immediatelyl conferrednot with flesh andblood (Gal 1:15-
16).

Rufus - “Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord...”

“Blessed is the man (individual) whom thou choosest
(election) and causest to approach unto Thee” (Psa 65:4).

3. ELECTION IS UNTO SALVATION - “He [God the
Father] hath chosen us IN HIM [God the Son]” (V-4)

If you look carefully atthis passageyou will seethat Jesus
ChristHimself (aswell asall the elect) waschosenby God

the Father. Thisis implied in V-3, whereGodis saidto be

the“God and Fatherof our Lord JesusChrist.” The future

incarnatiornf JesusChrist,as the Redeemeof His people,

isin view. A humannaturehad to be united to the Second
Persomof the Godheadn orderfor the Lord JesusChrist to

becomehe God-manand provide salvation. Thus,Christas
man (regarding His humannature) was predestinate@nd

chosenas surely as all the other elect of God. Whenever
God made a covenantwith a personin the Bible, He was

known asthe God of that person- “The God of Abraham,
Isaac,andJacob,etc.” SinceGodappointedJesusChrist to

actas the Headand Saviorof the elect, the Fatherbecame
known as the “God...of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The Son of God is co-equalwith the Father, but in
outworking of the plan of salvation, He placedHimself
under the Father’s authority to redeemthe Peopleof God.
This is why Christis saidto be chosenand elected: “To
Whomcoming asunto a Living Stonedisallowedindeedof
men,but CHOSEN OF GOD, andprecious”(l Pet2:4. Cf.
Isa 42:1, | Pet 2:6).

When Goddeterminedo createamongall thethousandof
creatures,both angelic and human, which rose up in the
divine mind, to be broughtinto existenceby Him, the man
Christ Jesuswas singledout of them. He was appointedto
be united with the SecondPersonof the Holy Trinity and
becomethe God-Man. Now since the elect are chosenin
JesusChrist,Christwas madethe Headof theelect. He is
the Head and all the other elect are the membersof His
body.

“For the husbands the head of the wife, evenas Christis
the HEAD of the church: andHe is the SAVIOUR of the
body” (Eph 5:23).

Whena babyis born, it is normalfor itsheado comeoutof
the womb first, then the rest of the body follows. In
election,JesusChristas the Head cameout of the womb of
God's purposefirst, then all therestof theelectasHis body
followed. Sincethis electionis “in Christ,” it hasreference
to salvation. JesusChrist was chosen as Representative,
Head, and Savior of the elect. Thisis why He is called
“Jesus,”for He cameto “save His people from their sins”
(Matt 1:21). Thus, being elected means that “God
hath...chosen you to salvation” (Il Thess 2:13).

“Election doesnotfind menin Christ,but putsthemthere. It
givesthema beingin Christ andunion to Him, which isthe
foundationof their manifestivebeingin Him at conversion.
In the infinite mindof God, He willed to love a companyof
Adam'’s posteritywith an immutable love, and out of the
love wherewithHe lovesthem, He chosethemin Christ. By
this act in His infinite mind, God gave them being and
blessednes# Christ from everlasting. Though, while all
fell in Adam,yetall did notfall alike. The non-elecfell so
as to be damned,they being left to perishin their sins,
becauseahey had norelation to Christ- He was notrelated

to themas the Mediator of unionwith God...Butthe elect
hadall spiritual blessingbestoweduponthemin Christ,their
graciousandgloriousHead (Eph 1:3). They couldnot lose
these,becausethey were securedor themin Christ. God
had chosenthem as His own: He their God, they His
people; He their Father,theyHis children. He gavethemto
Christ to be His brethren, His companions,His bride, His
partkr)lersin all His communicablegraceand glory” (A. W.
Pink).

4. ELECTION IS ETERNAL - “before the foundationof
the world” (V-4)

Paul is speaking as though the world (universe) was
constructedby Godlike a building havinga foundation. He
is teachingthat God’schoice of individualsto salvationwas
an eternal choice. Before any created thing cameinto
existence, indeed, before the universe cameinto being,
even beforetime itself began,God’s electiontook place
When therewasno motionof the planets,no sun, moonand
stars,no angels,no manor beast,Godelected. When God
was alone in His eternity, in His mind all was plannedand
blueprinted. Thus,God’s choiceisimmutable. Nothingcan
happen in time or eternity to change or shake His
determinationto save His elect people. God'’s elect will
most certainly be brought to salvation and enjoy all the
“spiritual blessings'which arefoundin JesusChrist. Those
who perish will discovertheir “names were not written in
the book of life from the foundation of the world” (Rev
17:8). God had no intentionof granting salvationto them.
But the salvationof the electpersonis sure andcertain for
God promises,“l will not blot outhis name out of the book
of life” (Rev3:5). God’'s chosenpeoplewill hearthewords
of Christon the LastDay, “Come,ye blessedf My Father.
inheritthe kingdompreparedor youfrom the foundationof
the world” (Matt 25:34).

Summary: You shouldrealize God has electedcertair
individuals to salvation from eternity.

. _YOU SHOULD REALIZE ELECTION IS BASED
SOLELY ON_GOD'S SOVEREIGN GOOD PLEASURE
(V-4b-5)

1. ELECTION IS UNTO HOLINESS AND SONSHIP-
“...that we shouldbe holy and withoutblame beforeHim in
love: Having predestinatedisunto the adoptionof children
by Jesus Christ to Himself...” (V-4b-5a)

Supposeyou and your spouseare going to have a child.
Before the babyis born, you decideto make a special
investmentfor thischild. You take $10,000and investit in
the stock market andplanto give the moneyto this child
when he becomes21 yearsof age. Now you keep this
inheritancea secret. The child is born and grows up, but
knows nothing about your investment. Suppose the
investment grows enormously so that before the child
reaches21 it has becomeone million dollars. What you
havedoneis to predeterminea future inheritancefor your
child. At 21, all of a suddenheis madea millionaire! Your
sondidn’t do anythingto earnor merit thisgreatinheritance
You simply plannedaheadfor him to have it! Electionis
God's eternal purpose to grant individuals a wonderful
inheritance. “In whom also we have obtained an
inheritance beingpredestinatedccordingo the purposeof
Him Who worketh all thingsafter the counselof His own
will”  (Eph 1:11). God’s inheritance isn't money and
possessions, it is holiness and sonship.



God chosepeopleto be holy andwithoutblamebeforeHim.
This holinesscertainly refersto the perfectholinessof the
world to come (Eph 5:25-27). And it may also entail the
personalholinessof life which all believerspossess i.e.
purity of heart. “Without blame”indicatesan outward or
externalconditionof purity. The picture conveyeds thatof
fruit, let's say a peach,which hasno specksonit. There
are no little brown spotsor blemishesindicating the first
signs of initial decay. It is wholesome and without
putrefaction. If you look at a peach,it may appeatto be
fine on the outside,yet have somerottennesswithin. The
words “holy” and “without blame” coverboth aspectsof
purity. In this manneryou can havefellowship with God-
“walk before Him in love.”

God predestinatedpeople to sonship - “adoption of
children.” You becomepart of God's family (Eph 3:14-15).
You are adoptedinto this family, for sinnersare aliensand
strangerso God by birth (Eph 2:12). “Behold,what manner
of love the Fatherhathbestoweduponus,that we shouldbe
calledthe sonsof God” (I Jn3:1). You havethelegalright,
as an adopted child, to share In the inheritance of God.

2. ELECTION IS NOT BASED UPON FORESEEN FAITH

The implication of an election unto holinessand sonshipis

that election isn't based upon foreseen faith in the
individual. You may grant that election is personal and
regardssalvation but still attemptto evadethe implications
of this text. You might think: “Sure God choosesmen.
Frometernity God knewwho would believeandwho would
not, andHe chosepeoplebasedupon His foreknowledge.”
In other words, you might think God telescopedis vision
into the futureand sawwho would becomeHis sonsand be
holy, andthen electedaccordingly. In thisview God is a

fortuneteller. Thisisa very commontheory. You choose
Godandthen, baseduponyour foreseenlecisionto believe
on Christ,God choosesyou. Yet the Bible teachesjust the
opposite.“Ye havenotchosenMe, butl havechosenyou”

(Jn 15:16). Electionis “unto” holinessand sonship. God’s
choiceis what leadsto your sonshipand holiness. This is

why, in explaining the choice of Jacob and rejection of

Esau, the Word of God says:

“For the children being not yet born, neither having done
any good or evil, that the purposeof God accordingto
electionmightstand,notof works, butof Him thatcalleth; It
wassaid untoher, The elder shall servethe younger. As it
iswritten, Jacobhavel loved,butEsauhavel hated” (Rom
9:11-13).

Whenthe Bible says that electionand reprobationare not
basedupon peoplehavingdone “any goodor evil” it means
the decision is unconditional. For a personto place their
faith in Christwould be a “good” thing. But the Scripture
denies this is the basis of God'’s election.

“[I]t is not God'’s foreview of these thingsin men which
moved Him to choose them. God's foreknowledgeof the
future is founded upon the determination of His will
concerning it. The divine decree, the divine
foreknowledgeandthe divine predestinations the order set
forth in the Scriptures.First,'Who are the called according
to hispurpose’;second,for whomhe did foreknow’; third,
‘he also did predestinate’(Rom 8:28.29). The decreeof
GodasprecedingHis foreknowledges alsostatedin, ‘Him,
being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God’ (Acts 2:23). God foreknows

everything thatwill be, becauséHe has ordainedeverything
that shallbe; thenit isto put the cartbeforethe horsewhen
we make foreknowledgethe causeof God's election” (A.
W. Pink).

During a national election do you wait until you see which
candidateis goingto win before picking one for which to
vote? That would be uselessand foolish! Why have a
divine electionif God is merely going to “rubber stamp”
what man eventually will do in time? This is nonsense!

3. ELECTION IS PURELY OF SOVEREIGNGRACE -
“according to the good pleasure of His will” (V-5b)

What is the moving cause of election? Foreseenfaith,

holiness,andgood works are excludedfor the Bible clearly

provides the moving cause. It is God's “good pleasure.”
God'’s choice is entirely accordingto what pleasesHim.

“But our God isin the heavens: He hath done whatsoever
He hathpleased”(Psal15:3). Godhastheright asCreator
to dowhatgivesHim pleasurewith thosewhom He planned
to bring into existence. He is the sovereignPotterwho has
the right to decide whether a personwill be a “vessel of

mercy” or a “vessel of wrath.” He predeterminesyour

eternal destiny!

“Hath notthe Potterpower overthe clay,of thesamelump
to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto
dishonour? Whatif God,willing to shewHis wrath, and to
make His power known, enduredwith much longsuffering
the vesselof wrath fitted to destruction: And thatHe might
makeknowntheriches of His glory onthevesself mercy,
which He hadafore preparedunto glory, Even us, whom
He hath called, not of the Jewsonly, but also of the
Gentiles” (Rom 9:21-24).

Godis freeto loveandchoosethoseHe wishesandto reject
and hatewhomHe pleasesimply becauseHeis God. This
is why Paulspeaksof “the election of grace” (Rom 11:5).
Now“grace” is unmeritedfavor. Simply put, nothingwithin
a personwould possibly be the reasonfor God bestowing
electing favor. As God expresslydeclares,“l will have
mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | will have
compassion on whom | will have compassion” (Rom 9:15).

Summary: You shouldrealize electionis based solely on
God's sovereigngrace. It cannotbe basedupon foresight
of faith, for election is unto holinessand sonshipand is a
matter of God’s sovereign good pleasure.

MAIN CONCLUSION:

1. DO YOU BELIEVE IN THE DOCTRINE OF
UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION?

When Jesustaught, “All that the Father giveth Me shall
cometo Me” (Jn 6:37) and “no man can come unto Me
exceptit were given unto him of My Father” (Jn 6:65),
people becamevery angry. Are you like that? Fewer
words have bredmore controversythan “He hath chosen
us.” Man doesn'tlike a sovereignGodwho saveswhomHe
pleases. You may not want to acceptthe fact that God
completely controlsthe matterof salvation. You need to
repent of thosethoughts. For unlessyou acknowledge
God's right to save*accordingto the goodpleasureof His
will,” youwill endup claimingsomepartin salvation. You
will claim it was your faith, your understandingof the
Gospel,or your goodworks which God foresaw,which led

to your election unto salvation. You mustseethat granting
salvationis entirely upto God's sovereigmwill. Electionisa
humbling doctrine, if properly understood.

“We seethenthat faith dependsupon God’s election,else
we makeS[aint] Paulaliar. And soyou seethatall suchas
cannot abide to have predestinationplainly and openly
spokenof are deadlyenemiesof God'sgrace; theywould
defaceit to the uttermosbf their power. Forthe hidingof it
is the overthrowing of all religion” (John Calvin).

2. THE HOPE OF SALVATION DEPENDSUPON THE
FACT THAT GOD DOES ELECT

You may know very little about salvationin JesusChrist.
You havereadaboutthis doctrineof electionandfoundit to
be very difficult to swallow. Yet your only hope of being
saveds in embracinghe doctrineof election. “As manyas
wereordainedo eternallife believed”(Acts 13:48). If you
come to believein Christfor salvationit is only becaus®f
an eternal divine choice. God could have determinedto
have all sinners perish in their sins. You would thenbe
facedwith a hopelesssituation. But God ordainedsometo
eternal life. Someuwill enjoy holinessand sonshipin the
family of God. God has predestinated it will be so.

Supposd could assureyou that ten unsavedpeoplein an
assemblyof a thousandwill be saved. Now no one knows
who the ten are. As the Word of God is preachedt will

mostcertainly accomplishGod's purposeof savingtheten
and not return unto Him void (Ilsa 55:11). Divine
predestinatiorand election assureghe salvation of some.
Sodon'tlet electionfrighten youaway. Jesussaid,“All that
the Fathergiveth Me shallcometo Me (divineelection) and
he thatcomethto Me (your responsibility)l will in nowise
castout.” If youcometothe Lord JesusChristin faith and
trustin His blood and righteousnessyou will discoveryou
areoneof theelect! Christcastoutnonewho cometo Him
in faith. Here is the promise of God:

“That if thou shaltconfesswith thy mouththe Lord Jesus,
and shalt believein thine heart that God hath raised Him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Rom 10:9).

You maysay, “I don’tcarefor all this religioushogwash.|

could carelessaboutbeinga child of Godor beingholy. |

like my sinful pleasures.” Well, then, why complainabout
the doctrine of election? Why charge God with being
unfair, whenyou don’t want anythingto do with salvation?
If, however,you are drawn to Christ by the Holy Spirit,
realize that nothing within you moved God to save you.

Comewith this humblethought: “Why me Lord? What
wonderful grace you have shown to me!”
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UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION
The Truth About Election And
Predestination
BY JACK A. WERTH

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesusChrist,
who hath blessedus with all spiritual blessingsin heavenl
placesin Christ: Accordingas He hath chosenusin Him
before the foundationof the world, that we shouldbe holy
and without blame before Him in love: Having
predestinatedus unto the adoption of children by Jesus
Christto Himself,accordingto the goodpleasureof His will”

- Eph 1:3-5 KJV

I would like to try a little experiment. Pleasecarefully
follow my instructions.

Pick a number between 1 and 10.
Multiply your number by 9.

If your numbethastwo digits,addthe first andseconddigits
together.

Subtract 5.

Pick the letter of the alphabet that correspondsto your
number (A=1, B=2, etc.).

Think of a country in the world that begins with that lette

Take the next letter in the alphabetand think of an animal
that begins with that letter.

Of all the countriesandanimalsin theworld, doyou think|
can tell you which onesyou chose? You chose Denmark
and elephantidn’t you? Wasl right? How did | doit? |
predeterminedyour answer, even though, you may not
understand how | did it!

Paulusestwo keytermsin thispassage:“hath chosen’and
“having predestinated.” The entire passagerevolves
aroundthesetwo ideas. The term “predestinated’'means
“To mark off in advance.” The ideais thatof determininc
in advancewhat will happen. In other words, to map out
beforehandwhat will take place. If you were taking a
vacationto Florida, you would chooseroutesin advanceand
mark themon the map beforeleaving homefor Daytona
Beach. You don't wantto endup in Dallas, Texas! “Hath
chosen"meansthat God haschosencertainindividualsto be
His peopleand has purposedo grantthem all the “spiritual
blessings”foundin JesusChrist (V-3). The Greekword for
“chosen”is “eklego.” It meansto “pick out” or “select” for
oneself. This word is used of Christ's choice of His
disciples. Obviously, the conceptis seenin our own political
elections. There is no major distinction to be drawn
betweenchoosing and predestinating. They relateto the
same Divine act.

When the term predestinatioror election is used a shiver
goesup anddown the spineof manypeople. Sirensgo off
and red lights begin flashing! Thereseemsto be a terrible
aversionto the doctrineof election. Election is portrayedas
HOMERUN



